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Faith & Friends 

Are you sharing your 
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reading Faith & Friends in 
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both be glad you did. 
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Why is Christmas such a 
big deal? Is it shopping? 
Santa Claus? The cheery spirit 
of the season? The music and 
concerts? A religious festival? 

Here we are, fully into another 
busy Christmas season, and many of 
us are stuck between hating its over- 
commercialization and enjoying its 
beauty and spiritual significance. For the 
early Church, none of this was an issue. 
They didn't celebrate Christmas. They 
didn't give gifts or decorate trees. In fact, 
they didn't connect December 25 to any 
significance in the life of Christ. So much 
of what we hate or enjoy about this time 
of year has simply developed over the 
years through our cultural heritage. 

How does this resonate with friends 
and neighbours who have come to our 
country as refugees and immigrants from 
all corners of the globe? We reluctantly 
must admit that the traditions and trap- 
pings of our North American festive 
season are a mixture of celebrating the 
Incarnation of Christ — God sending the 
gift of his Son wrapped in human flesh — 
and the crass profiteering by commercial 
interests — the drive to add substance to 
the bottom line of business. 

This month we have invited friends 
who have come to this land from other 
cultures to share with us their insights 
after experiencing our Canadian 
Christmas, including the confusing and 
sometimes tactless festivities through 
which we try to acknowledge God's pres- 
ence in our world. May you be encour- 
aged and gain a new perspective as you 
listen to their unique point of view. 

From all the staff in the editorial 
department, we wish you and your fam- 
ily many blessings this Christmas and 
throughout the new year. 

Ray Moulton 

Lt-Colonel, Editor-in-Chief 
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Christmas is the season of the 
great exchange. It starts with 
greeting cards and social invita- 
tions and culminates with gifts 
being opened beneath the tree. But none 
of that begins to explain the mystery of the 
greatest exchange. For in the depths of its 
meaning, Christmas is about the exchange 
of divinity and humanity, eternity and 
temporality, life and death. 

At Christmastime we celebrate God's 
coming to earth in human form. The 
Creator became the creature to set right 
all that had gone wrong on this planet. It 
would be ridiculous to receive a perfectly 
good toaster on Christmas morning, then 
take it to back to the store on Boxing Day 
and exchange it for a broken one. Why 
then would God forsake his kingly state 
and humiliate himself to be part of the 
human race, experiencing all that is pain- 
ful, frustrating and limited? 

Christmas is about the romance and 
mystery of Jesus' birth, but also so much 
more. We should not deny or suppress the 
tenderness and intimacy of that moment 
when Christ the King, the Messiah, entered 
our world and was laid in a lowly feeding 
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trough for animals. Yet Christmas signi- 
fies so much more. "Joy to the world! the 
Lord is come" means precisely that he who 
comes is indeed our Redeemer, the one 
through whose dying and rising we are 
made new This is the great exchange that 
we ponder at Christmastime — that God 
became like us so we could become fully 
human, bearing his image. God accepted 
death that the world might accept life. 
Because Christ came to earth to live among 
us, our humanness is valued — the stuff of 
earth is sanctified. 

Last month we looked at the hope 
that comes with the Advent season. As 
Christians, we look forward in hope to 
the destruction of the powers of evil. We 
anticipate seeing the righteousness and 
justice of God, the dawning of God's peace 
over all the nations and the undoing of 
the machines of war. At Christmastime, 
this hope is intensified by the coming 
of Christ. Because we serve a God who 
walked among us, befriending sinners 
and healing the sick, we can address the 
concerns of our day, both small and large. 
The Kingdom of God has been brought 
near. We know God desires each person to 



experience physical and spiritual whole- 
ness, and we have a message of hope and 
salvation to bring it about. 

Undoubtedly, what took place at 
Bethlehem 2,000 years ago is outside the 
bounds of human experience and explan- 
ation. But through the Nativity we can 
respond to Christ's exchange of divinity 
for humanity. "The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us," the 
Bible tells us (John 1: 14). This is the great 
message of the Incarnation. Jesus Christ 
wrapped himself in humanity, bringing 
new value to body and being and the cre- 
ation that surrounds us. He became what 
we are — and not just "we" in the Church, 
"we" in the sense of everybody, all sharing 
a common humanity. 

For me, this poses a big challenge. I 
work hard every day to see Jesus in the 
people with whom I interact, both those 
I love and admire and even the ones who 
drive me crazy. How easy it becomes for 
me to pass by panhandlers, gang mem- 
bers and drug dealers without so much as 
recognizing their existence. But through 
this understanding of the Incarnation I am 
reminded that each one of us is a poten- 
tial means of grace — each one bears the 
image of God. 

God in Christ exchanged our broken 
humanity for wholeness. We live that mes- 
sage of hope, and for that reason we cannot 
shy away from the broken, the beaten, the 
hungry, the orphaned and the widowed. 
Instead, we must learn to recognize Christ 
in them. This earthly sod is holy ground 
because Jesus Christ has walked it and is 
in our midst. 

Are there ways our worship can help us 
experience the richness of the Christmas 
season? Are there visual aids and sym- 
bols that deepen our understanding of the 
Incarnation? Do we need to pull the mercy 
seat into the centre of the congregation, 
reminding us that Jesus Christ has come 
and made a way for all people to know 
his grace? 

Rather than a decorated tree, perhaps 
we need a basin and a towel as central 
symbols of Christmas, reminding us of 
Christ's humanity and our identification 
with him as servants, both to each other 
and to the least. How can our worship 
space become reflective of the God who 
creates and gives good gifts to his people? 
Can we depict beauty for ashes? 

I don't have all the answers, but I'm 
seeking them out as I continue to reflect 
on the mystery of this celebration of the 
great exchange. May your Christmas be 
enriched with the presence of Christ. 
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General Shaw Clifton reflects on Christmases past and the joy of 
pointing others to Christ through seasonal ministry 
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hristmas is a time 
for memories. 

Thoughts of 
Christmases past 
take me to my childhood. It 
was in Glasgow, Scotland, aged 
nine, that I first played a brass 
instrument in a Salvation Army 
young peoples band. December 
meant evening carolling in the 
streets. Out we would go, in 
our Army caps, wrapped up 
warmly against those icy chills 
and the snow that seemed then 
to come every year. There was 
the prospect of hot drinks and 
delicious snacks at the end of 
the night, our fingers thaw- 
ing out painfully once inside 
again. 

We would make our cheery 
sounds and folk would gather at 
their doors to listen. Coins rat- 
tled into the collecting boxes and 
shouts of "Happy Christmas!" 
or "Merry Christmas!" would 
echo through the streets and the 
Glasgow tenement buildings. 

The music told of a Saviour. 
It spoke of hope, forgiveness, 
reconciliation, goodwill, 
Heaven. I liked it. 

We would get very, very 
cold. Naturally, I had heard 
the stories of brass instrument 
valves freezing up but had 
hardly believed them — until 
it happened to me! Walking 
between street lamps in sub- 
zero temperatures to peer at 
our music in the yellow glow 
did valves no good at all. 

But it was worth it. We were 
in it together. We felt somehow 
ennobled to be uncomfortable 
and aching in order to make 
our musical witness. We were 
intrepid players, ready to dare 
the elements. Softies? Never! 
Fair-weather players? Not us! 
Frozen valves and frozen fin- 
gers were endured almost as a 




rite of passage. We could tell 
our stories and be admired, or 
so we thought, for our hardi- 
ness. Of course, the prospect 
of those piping-hot drinks and 
mince pies later on helped 
things along. 

Since those halcyon days 
I've been spared to see many 
a Christmas. I've lived on 
five continents and know 
now what Christmas is like 
even in the southern hemi- 
sphere, often with clammy, 
hot weather — a far cry from 
Glasgow's frozen nights. 



One thing has remained 
constant. Whether it is 
Scotland's chilling blasts or 
New Zealand's or Zimbabwe's 
burning summers, I have 
wanted to say a glad and grate- 
ful "Yes!" to God's gift of Jesus, 
to his offer of a Saviour for 
my sin, and to his legitimate, 
persistent, loving call upon me 
to follow in Christ's footsteps 
day by day. 

Are you also following? 

A happy and blessed 
Christmas and New Year to 
you all. 




General Shaw Clifton is 

the world leader of The 

Salvation Army 

December 2007 SALVATIONIST 



(p Around the Territory I 



First Anniversary 

for [F&raMlllis® 

Pathway Community Church in Paradise, N.L., cele- 
brated its first anniversary earlier this year by reaching 
out to its community. As part of the festivities, the 
congregation held a fundraising dinner and silent auction 
that was attended by 130 people. Part of the proceeds for 
the evening went to Daffodil Place, a support centre for 
cancer patients and their families in nearby St. John's. The 
evening featured teen cancer survivor Jonathan Hicks and 
his father, David, who told the story of Jonathans treatment 
and expressed their appreciation for those who supported 
them during that difficult time. 

Like some of the early-day Army corps before them, 
Pathway Community Church meets for worship in a local the- 
atre. Following the Sunday morning service, which included 
a strong salvation message, visitors were invited to stay for 
lunch and a family fun afternoon, planned to convey to local 
residents that The Salvation Army is there to help build a 
healthy community. Through the events of the anniversary 
weekend, Salvationists built many bridges that will make 
them an integral part of the neighbourhood. They are excited 
at the doors God continues to open for them. 




Pathway CC musicians lead worship at first anniversary 
celebration 



Did you know... 

...the annual Santa Shuffle and Elf Walk is afundraising 

event supported by the Running Room in 34 cities across 

Canada? Each year, runners participating in the event 

raise $300,000 in support of Salvation Army programs at 

Christmas and throughout the year 

...The Salvation Army has now been working in Indiafor 

125 years? 

...in Zambia, The Salvation Army's Chikankata Hospital 

is helping women survive childbirth by providing clean 

birthing kits, costly only 60 cents? 

...The Salvation Army in Bangladesh is providing aid to 

2,000families (10,000 individuals) following devastating 

floods? It began its work in that country following a 

severe cyclone in 1970 

. . .adults in Winnipeg who cannot read beyond the Grade 

6 level have been helped through the Army's STEP 

(Stages Education Program) since 1987? 

...in Myanmar, education is a privilege? The Salvation 

Army operates three schools that teach 150 children, 

funded partly through the sale of rice that the families 

provide instead of tuition 
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Remembering 
in BERMUDA 

Remembrance Day has poignant meaning for many 
Salvationists. The association between the Army and the 
military dates back to the First World War, when Evangeline 
Booth, then National Commander, U.S.A., sent officers and lay 
volunteers to minister to battle-weary troops. 

In Bermuda, the oldest colony in the British Empire, The 
Salvation Army's Divisional Band continues to participate in the 
annual Remembrance Day parade, providing a march of witness as 
they play the hymns of the church in their bright red tunics. 

Among the Salvationists remembering the sacrifices made are two 
Second World War veterans from the Caribbean Regiment — John 
Deshields, who turned 99 in July, and Calvin Ming. John served for 
two years in North Africa and Italy. He remembers the youthful faces 
of the German soldiers his regiment took prisoner. He still refers to 
them as "boys" and recalls 
how happy they were not 
to have to fight anymore. 
Calvin also served overseas 
in Egypt and Israel. He left 
the military in 1945. 

Members of Bermuda 

Divisional Band take 

part in Remembrance 

Day services 




Community Support in 
Bridgewater 



On Saturday, September 
8, nearly 200 bikers 
rode from Mahone Bay, 
N.S., through Lunenburg to 
Bridgewater, collecting much- 
needed toys for The Salvation 
Army to distribute in Lunenberg 
County this Christmas. Members 
of the Maritime Motorcycle 
Touring Association South Shore 
have been supporting the Army 
for many years and were pleased 




to take part in the event again. 

The Salvation Army has also 
been privileged to partner with 
Christmas Daddies for the past six 
years. This regional organization 
arranges a telethon in support of 
needy children throughout the 
Maritime provinces, helping them 
to have a better Christmas. Funds 
received from the Lunenberg area 
are distributed by Salvationists 
in Bridgewater as part of their 
Christmas program. 

With the help of the motor- 
cycle club, Christmas Daddies 
and others, The Salvation Army 
in Lunenburg County, N.S., helps 
more than 300 families with toys 
and clothing each Christmas, in 
addition to its year-round pro- 
grams. 

Community members support 
Bridgewater's Christmas 
assistance program 
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Happy 75th Birthday, GLENN GOULD 



On Tuesday, September 25, The 
Salvation Army joined with the 
Glenn Gould Foundation, the 
Glenn Gould Estate and the Toronto Legacy 
Project of the City of Toronto to celebrate 
the life of Glenn Gould, an internationally 
acclaimed classical pianist and Canadian 
icon. The date was chosen to coincide with 
what would have been Gould's 75th birth- 
day and to help launch the International 
Year of Glen Gould. 

A musical ensemble from the Canadian 
Staff Band was pleased to support the dedi- 
cation and opening of Glenn Gould Place, 
near Toronto's Roy Thomson Hall, in hon- 
our of the occasion. In addition to other 
musicians who took part, the ensemble 
played a selection of classical transcrip- 
tions in keeping with the nature of the 




occasion, before a new painting of Gould 
was unveiled and part of Metro Square was 
officially designated Glen Gould Place by 
Toronto City Councillor Kyle Rae. 

In 1982, Canada and the world lost 
an important thinker and communicator 
with Gould's premature death at the age 
of 50. He was a man of compassion and 



CSB ensemble at the 
Glenn Gould birthday 
festivities in Toronto 



this was evident as 
The Salvation Army 
received approxi- 
mately half of his 
estate. The Army is 
extremely grateful for 
this gift, which has 
been used over the past 25 years for count- 
less projects, including much of it going 
toward music-related programs benefitting 
corps and young musicians in the Canada 
and Bermuda Territory. 

For more information on the life of 
Glenn Gould and the Year of Glenn Gould, 
please visit www.glenngould.ca. 



Seven Decades 

of Service 



In June, 54 bandsmen from 
Etobicoke Temple, the 
Ontario Central Reservist 
Band and the Canadian Staff 
Band took part in a celebration 
of Bob Merritt's seven decades 
of service. Music has been part 
of the Merritt family's connec- 
tion to The Salvation Army for 
more than 100 years. It began 
when Bob's grandfather, James 
Merritt, met a Salvationist at an 
open-air meeting in Petersfield, 
England, and has continued 
ever since. 

Born in Winnipeg, Bob 
travelled with his family to 
Toronto in the late 1930s. He 
began to play in the Dovercourt 
YP Band and progressed to 
the trombone section of the 
senior band by 1945. He later 




became a founding member 
of the Canadian Staff Band 
when it was re-established in 
1969 under Major Norman 
Bearcroft. Over the years, Bob 
has travelled widely as a solo- 
ist and has been involved with 
the development of countless 
young people through camps 
and other music ministries. 

During the evening of 
musical celebration honouring 
Bob's life, guests were invited 
to contribute to the establish- 
ment of the Bob Merritt Music 
Camp Scholarship, which will 
help to develop future genera- 
tions of musicians. Dozens of 
greetings from individuals all 
across Canada expressed con- 
gratulations to Bob on achiev- 
ing this milestone. Throughout 
the program, he was hon- 
oured as a man of integrity, 
gentleness and deep faith, 
who has touched the lives 
of thousands through his 
involvement in Salvation 
Army music. 

Bob and Carolyn Merritt 
enjoy the evening 
celebrating Bob's ministry 



Holiness 
Revisited Tour 






Holiness unto the Lord 



Mjrs Don and Karen Feltham, COs, Bishop's Falls, General and 
Mrs. Tillsley (Rtd) and Mjrs Junior and Verna Hynes, DC and 
DDWM, N.L. W Div, gather for holiness meetings 



Culture is unavoidable. 
Whether it is whole- 
some or toxic, we 
must confront it. For this rea- 
son, holiness plays a vital role 
in allowing Christians to work 
in the culture of the world but 
not be changed by it. 

Emphasizing this point, 
the Newfoundland and 
Labrador West Division, 
led by Majors Junior and 
Verna Hynes, is renewing 
its focus on the Army's bib- 
lically-based holiness teach- 
ing through worship, Bible 
study and training. 

General and Mrs. Bram- 



well H. Tillsley (Rtd) recently 
spent time in the division 
to support this theme. 
Those in attendance during 
the various meetings were 
encouraged by the Generals 
messages and felt they were 
standing on holy ground. 
Hundreds were challenged 
by his question, "From the 
moment of your salvation, 
you have all of the Spirit 
you need; but does the Spirit 
have all of you?" In response 
to the query, the mercy seat 
and front rows were lined 
again and again with sincere 
seekers. 
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What does Christmas 
mean to 
newcomers to 
Canada? 



Multicultural 



first Impressions 

Interview by Zhen Li, Immigrant and Refugee Services, Ontario Central-East Division 



Zhen Li immigrated to 
Canadafrom mainland 
China with his wife, 
Vivien, in 2004, and 
now attends Agincourt 
Community Church, 
Toronto. Last year he 
invited some recent 
Chinese immigrants — 
Fu Meng, with his 
wife Zhang Ying, and 
daughter, Youyou — to 
spend Christmas at 
his home. There they 
took part in their first 
Canadian Christmas, 
includingthetraditional 
Christmastree, turkey 
and carol singing. This 
interview arises from 
that experience. 

Zhen Li: What were your 
impressions of Christmas in 
Canada? How did it impact 
you and your family? 

Fu Meng: This was the first 
Christmas we had celebrated 
in a foreign place and we 
were very excited. It was an 
occasion filled with joy and 
peace and the impression is 
still very fresh in our minds. 
To us, Christmas is the most 
important Western festival. 
It is so real and tangible, and 
we would like to get involved 
even further. Our three-year- 
old daughter wants to meet 
Santa Claus, touch him and 
receive gifts again this year. To 
her, Christmas in Canada has 
become a combination of hope 
and sweet memories. 
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Fu Meng and his family experience their first Canadian Christmas 



In China, is Christmas a 
religious or holy season, or 
merely an opportunity for 
commercial gain? 

Most Chinese would agree that 
Christmas is used merely as 
a commercial opportunity 
for businesses. For example, 
Santa Claus is widely used as 
a business totem or icon, as it 

We never heard 

or knew anything 

about the 

Nativity before 

we celebrated our 

first Christmas in 

Toronto 



definitely attracts more atten- 
tion and money We were never 
exposed to the true meaning 
of Christmas. Culturally speak- 
ing, the holiday is deemed as 
an opportunity for young 
people to have a party or even 
a carnival or festival where they 
spend all night in the bars. 

What did you think of your 
first Christmas in Canada? 

We are still spectators. We 
have celebrated Christmas 
culturally and commercially, 
but not in any religious sense. 
Having said that, your kind 
invitation to spend Christmas 
in your home last year helped 
us know more about this aspect 
of it and be more open to cele- 
brating a true Christmas. As 
for the gifts, decorations and 
other aspects of the holiday 



season, we don't need to go 
back to China to experience 
these. Instead, we want to see 
and understand more about 
Christmas in the Church by 
participating in events such 
as candlelight services, carol 
singing and volunteering. 

How does the story of the 
Nativity and the expression 
"Jesus is the reason for the 
season" impact you and your 
family? Will you tell the story 
of Jesus' birth to your daugh- 
ter in the future? 
In all honesty, we never heard 
or knew anything about the 
Nativity before we celebrated 
our first Christmas in Toronto. 
I will surely tell this beautiful 
story to my child in the years 
to come. I wish all of us will 
learn more from it. 



Christmas 




Th£ Spirit of Sharing 



by Diallo Mamoudou 



Diallo Mamoudou came 
to Canada in 2004. He 
is a refugee claimant 
who works part-time 
and attends school in 
Toronto. 

I come from Guinea, a coun- 
try in West Africa where 85 
percent of the population is 
Muslim. The Christmas cele- 
brations I am used to are quite 
different than those I now 
know in Canada. 

First, during the days and 
weeks leading up to Christmas, 
everyone must take time to get 
ready for the wonderful day, 
just as the Muslims prepare 
themselves for the celebra- 



tion of Ramadan. Then on 
Christmas Day, Christians go 
to church and pray to God, 
asking for forgiveness of sins 
and for his blessings. After 
the various church services, 
people get together to play 
Christmas music and share 
stories. Everybody dances and 
enjoys the refreshments that 
are provided. It's a time not just 
for family members. Everybody 
is welcome to join in and have 
fun. After all, Christmas only 
comes once a year. We have to 
devote our time to it and make 
it a special celebration. 

Christmas is also a time for 
reconciliation. Unfortunately, 
there are sometimes people 
who have stopped talking to 



one another for various rea- 
sons during the year. When 
they meet by accident at 
Christmastime, they have to 
forgive each other and make 
peace, following Jesus' instruc- 
tion to "love your neighbour as 
yourself" (Mark 12:31). 

According to my observa- 
tions, Christmas in Canada is 
quite different. People might 
come together as a family and 
share Christmas dinner with 
each other, but that's it. It often 
doesn't go beyond that. One 
thing I do admire, however, is 
the sharing and generosity that 
takes place in terms of looking 
after others. This kind of help 
is very important in human 
life. People give things such as 
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Diallo Mamoudou knows the 
importance of looking after 
others 

flowers, chocolates, toys, food, 
clothing. Sharing is good. If 
everyone did it more often, the 
world would be a perfect place 
for both the rich and poor. 



i\ f>ay to b£ Rizm^mbwd and Cjzljzbrated 



by Elizabeth Azari lyase 



Elizabeth lyase came to 
Canada in 2005. She is a 
permanent resident and 
is currently taking high- 
school credit courses 
at Toronto's Adult 
Learning Centre. 

There are differences between 
how Christmas is celebrated in 
my home country of Nigeria 
and the way it is observed 
here in Canada. In Nigeria, 
which is almost evenly div- 
ided between Christians and 
Muslims, Christmas is very 
important. On Christmas, 
more than any other day, 
believers and unbelievers alike 
go to church to pray and wor- 
ship God. It is a day to enjoy 



and celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Certainly, it is a day on which 
Christians can show their love 
for God in a special way. But 
there are others who may only 
visit church on this one day of 
the year, and for them, this is 
how they express their own 
love to the Lord Almighty, cre- 
ator of Heaven and earth. 

No matter where people are 
in their own personal beliefs, 
Nigerians hold Christmas Day 
in much respect. Our love for 
our fellow man is shown by 
giving food to those who can- 
not afford it for their families. 
Afterwards, the rest of the 
day is spent in dancing and 
festivities with friends and 
relatives. 



Christmas can be a lot of 
fun, too. I remember one par- 
ticular year when my father cut 
all his children's hair before 
Christmas. He gave each dif- 
ferent haircut a name and 
said that if anybody asked us 
about our unique hair styles 
we should tell them the name 
he had given it. 

Christmas is a marvellous 
time and a day to be remem- 
bered always. Something that 
pleases me most since coming 
to Canada is how the govern- 
ment remembers every new 
immigrant child born here 
and those newly arrived with 
Christmas boxes that contain 
various gifts. I find that to be 
absolutely amazing and know 
many other parents who appre- 




Elizabeth Azari lyase enjoys 
her new life in Canada 

ciate it as I do. 

When I think about it, 
Christmas in Canada is not 
that much different than 
Christmas in Nigeria. I thank 
God for sending us his Son on 
Christmas Day. 
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Army World Mourns Tragic Loss 

Salvationists unite in prayerful support following the murder of Colonel 
Bo Brekke, territorial commander, Pakistan 



On Thursday, September 27, 
Colonel Bo Brekke, leader of 
The Salvation Army's work in 
Pakistan, was shot and killed 
while working in the early evening hours 
at territorial headquarters in Lahore. A 
lone gunman responsible for the criminal 
act was apprehended by police after the 
event. 

Norwegian by birth, 50-year-old 
Colonel Bo Brekke had previously served 
in Norway, Denmark and Sri Lanka before 
being appointed as regional leader for 
Bangladesh in 1995. Under his leadership 
the work of the Army flourished and the 
region was soon granted command status. 
Following a period as divisional leaders in 
the United Kingdom and chief secretary for 
Eastern Europe, Colonels Bo and Birgitte 
Brekke were appointed as territorial leaders 
for Pakistan in September 2006. 

At the time of her husband's promo- 
tion to Glory, Colonel Birgitte Brekke 
was attending meetings at International 
Headquarters in London, England. 
Arrangements were made immediately 
for her to fly to Norway to be with her 
two sons, Benjamin and Bo Christoffer, 
and other family members. 

In a written statement sent around the 
Army world, General Shaw Clifton said: 
"Colonel Bo Brekke was a Salvation Army 
leader of unusual and distinctive talents. 
Both he and his wife, Colonel Birgitte 
Brekke, were known for their hearts of 
compassion towards the marginalized. 
Their service together in many lands has 
been marked by creativity and imagina- 
tion in order to reach out to the poor, 
giving them dignity, and also to share their 
personal faith as Salvationists in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour. I have known the 
Brekkes for many years and have always 
admired them greatly. Bo Brekke was my 
friend. I feel blessed to have known him 
and to have witnessed firsthand how he 
and Birgitte have faithfully served the 
needs of others." 

Funeral Service 

On Tuesday, October 9, some 450 
Salvationists from around the world 
gathered for the funeral at Oslo Temple, 
Norway, conducted by General Shaw 
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Colonel Bo Brekke 

Clifton and supported by other inter- 
national Army leaders. 

"We are gathered to say a final thank 
you to a comrade and brother in Christ," 
the General commented. He shared how 
he first met the Brekkes while serving, like 
them, in South Asia. Stating that the entire 
Army world was mourning this faithful 
officer, husband, father and grandfather, 
the General said, "We see the Army at 
its best at moments like these. There has 
been an upsurge of prayerfulness follow- 
ing the untimely and violent death of an 
officer who showed courage, vision, com- 
passion, strength and mercy, who was 
clear-headed and tender-hearted, ready 
for self-sacrifice." 

Colonel Birgitte Brekke, wearing 
her graceful Pakistani shalwar kamiz 
uniform, expressed her deep gratitude 
for the overwhelming support she had 
received. Reflecting on their happy life 
together, she paid tribute to her husband 



as a genuine and true person and shared 
that her thoughts were very much with 
their friends and comrades in Pakistan, 
who were just as horrified by what had 
happened. Commissioner Carl Lydholm, 
territorial commander for Norway, Iceland 
and The Faeroes, paid tribute to a son of 
the territory who had been asked to go 
further than most in following Jesus. 

In his message, General Clifton quoted 
Matthew 10:28: "Do not be afraid of those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul." 
He told the congregation, "We need to 
take this to heart. We have no guarantee of 
tomorrow, but Revelation 2:10 tells us that, 
if faithful, even to the point of death, God 
will give us the crown of life." Following a 
personal word of encouragement to fam- 
ily members, the General concluded his 
remarks with words of challenge. "There 
is now a gap in the ranks of soldiers, offi- 
cers and senior leaders," he said. "Which 
of you will step forward, ready to hear 
the Holy Spirit's voice: 'You must stand 
in the gap'?" 

In her closing prayer, Commissioner 
Helen Clifton placed all grief and sorrow 
in the Lord's hands, committing the fam- 
ily, the congregation and the people of 
Pakistan to his care. 



Colonel Birgitte Brekke and granddaughter, 
Amanda (centre), are shown with General 
Shaw Clifton and other Army leaders at the 
gravesite service (photo: Henning Lillegard) 




A Century 

of service and 
Commitment 

The Salvation Army's women's ministries looks to the next 
100 years with optimism and purpose 

by Ken Ramstead, Associate Editor, Faith & Friends 




Visit to Edmonton Temple, September 2007. From left, Commissioner Marilyn D. Francis, 
TPWM; Mjr Donna Bond, DDWM, Prairie Div; Cpt Donna Bladen, CO, Edmonton Temple 



Home league sale, Chilliwack, B.C., circa 1950s 

This year marks the 100th anni- 
versary of the home league, an 
outreach of Salvation Army 
women's ministries. 
The home league was created in 1907 
by Florence Booth, wife of Bramwell and 
daughter-in-law of the Army's Founders, 
William and Catherine Booth. The idea 
proved to be quite popular and soon 
spread to Canada. Records indicate that 
the earliest home league programs began 
in 191 1 in Hamilton, Ont., and Riverdale, 
Toronto. By 1914, there were various home 
leagues throughout Canada and the move- 
ment had taken hold. 

"The original home league was struc- 
tured around a four-fold program of wor- 
ship, fellowship, education and service," 
states Colonel Eleanor Shepherd, territorial 
secretary for women's ministries. Through 
the years, two Bible verses have been con- 
stant themes: "She watches over the affairs 
of her household" (Proverbs 31:27) and 

December 2007 SALVATIONIST 11 





Home league 
rally, Hamilton, 
Bermuda, 1979 



Territorial home 
league congress, 
Massey Hall, 
Toronto, 1959 



Florence Booth 




Home league centennial celebration, St. George's, 
Bermuda. From left, Phyllis Basden, home league 
co-ordinator; Mjr Betty Ann Lewis, DDWM, 
Bermuda Div; Mjr Susanne Fisher, CO, St. George's 



"As for me and my household, we will 
serve the Lord" (Joshua 24: 15). Both iden- 
tify the home as a place to cultivate godly 
manners. A new verse — "I will conduct the 
affairs of my house with a blameless heart" 
(Proverbs 101:2) — places an emphasis on 
inward holiness and personal integrity. 

"In Canada and Bermuda," says Colonel 
Shepherd, "the term 'home league' became 
less and less relevant in many places, par- 
ticularly as women began to work out- 
side the home. Over the years, the term 
'women's ministries' began to be used more 
often, as other things became important 
to women throughout the territory. That 
said, many of the new programs still stress 
one of the four original aspects of worship, 
fellowship, education and service, so it's 
a very balanced approach." 

Colonel Shepherd acknowledges that 
there are still home leagues in Canada, 
especially in the Atlantic provinces. "Yet 
even though they are traditional in name," 
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she adds, "these Salvationist women are 
still doing creative things." 

United Women 

A random snapshot of various women's 
ministries across the territory bears this 
out. Salvationist women are doing marvel- 
lous things from coast to coast: 
Powell River, B.C. — A monthly parents' 
event offers babysitting, and parents get 
the opportunity to enjoy activities like a 
night out at the movies, bowling, walking 
and board games, followed by dinner at a 
local Chinese restaurant. 
Prince Rupert, B.C. — A fashion show 
with thrift store clothing, a spaghetti din- 
ner and bake sale were organized to raise 
funds to cover the costs of sponsoring 
two children. 

Gibsons, B.C. — Four women from 
Sunshine Coast Community Church went 
on a "mission trip" to the Redstone Reserve 
just west of Williams Lake, B.C., where 



they distributed much-needed clothes 
and supplies. 

St. George's, Bermuda — Programs on 
living with asthma and care of the eye are 
offered to help the aged. 
Brandon, Man. — A bake sale raised more 
than $500 for child sponsorship. 
Winnipeg — Women from Heritage Park 
filled gift bags and passed them on to the 
Army's correctional and justice services for 
distribution to female inmates. 
Kingston, Ont. — A women's life skills 
course at Rideau Heights Community 
Church covers topics such as assertiveness, 
decision making, goal setting, crisis man- 
agement, healthy relationships and legal, 
financial and employment concerns. 
Ottawa — A women's healthy living group 
meets weekly at Gladstone Community 
Church for exercise, teaching on nutrition 
and a Bible study. 

Spryfield, N.S. — Home league members 
packed 50 "kits for camp," consisting of 




Home league 
members, 
Conception Bay 
South, N.L. 



Home league 

members in historic 

costume, Kirkland 

Lake, Ont. 




Home league meeting, Cornwall, Ont., celebrating The 
Salvation Army's centennial, 1965 
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Home league meeting, Vancouver 



soap, facecloth, toothbrush, toothpaste, 
flashlight and a blessing card. They were 
given to 32 children attending holiday 
camp, with the remainder to be used as 
needed. "I'm not sure who enjoyed the 
project most," said the corps officer, "the 
women who packed the kits or the young 
people who received them." 



popular, where women encourage each 
other to grow in their faith. As they do 
that, they find ways to reach out to other 
parts of the world. 

"Another important and growing aspect 
of women's ministries is an awareness of 
human trafficking," says Colonel Shepherd. 
"Women are quite concerned about it and 



Looking to the Next 
Century 

Elsewhere throughout the terri- 
tory, support groups are offered 
for women coping with stress, 
grief or dramatic life changes 
such as divorce or the death 
of a close relative. Many preschool groups 
cater to the needs of mothers and their 
children. Some corps conduct a breakfast 
meeting where women business executives 
can go before work. Many of them engage 
in a Bible study. In fact, small-group Bible 
study sessions have become increasingly 



Women encourage each other to grow in 

their faith. As they do that, they find ways 

to reach out to other parts of the world 



are finding ways to help. One obvious way 
is prayer, which many of them are doing 
now. I'm certain that they'll also find other 
creative ways to reach out to these women 
and children in need." 

Why are women so effective at getting 
to the heart of the matter? "Women have 



a real sensitivity to the needs of others," 
Colonel Shepherd comments. "That's why 
the service element is so important in all 
women's ministries. One of the divisional 
reports I read recently particularly struck 
me. It mentioned that Salvationist women 
who come to our various programs don't 
want to be merely entertained — they really 
want to do something for other 
people. I think the members 
of our women's ministries 
will continue to find effective 
ways to do good things for 
others." 

There are more than half a 
million home league members 
in more than 111 countries worldwide. 
They can boast of 100 years of accomplish- 
ment and service. While much remains to 
be done, the next century will no doubt see 
women's ministries achieve even greater 
success in the fight against inequity, injus- 
tice and evil. 
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Jjttie Church 
on tfie Prairie^ 

A newcomer to Canada shares how one congregation's enthusiastic 
welcome helped his family integrate into their new community 



was born in Kosovo (formerly 
Yugoslavia) and was raised as a 
Muslim. Due to the war in that coun- 
try, my wife and I and our three chil- 
dren were forced to flee to Bosnia in 1998 
with my two brothers and their families. 
We ended up living in Bosnia for three 
years. During this time, we met a mis- 
sionary from England who established 
a Christian church. We were invited to 
attend and, in due time, realized that we 
needed Christ as our Saviour. As a result, 
the Bible and prayer took on much more 
of a focus in our lives. 

On December 5, 2001, my wife, 
Zenebina, and I, along with our three 
children, and my two brothers, Ruzdi and 
Enver, and their families, all immigrated 
to Canada. Given the choice of living in 
Toronto or Prince Albert, Sask., we chose 
the smaller city, thinking it would be much 
better for our children. 

A Helping Hand 

On arrival at the airport in Saskatoon, we 
immediately found the weather to be very 
cold with lots of snow on the ground. In 
Prince Albert, we were housed in a hotel 
for two weeks. Not being able to speak 



by Vinet Morava, Prince Albert, Sask. 

English, we found it difficult to order our 
meals, often using hand signals to deter- 
mine our needs. Despite the challenges, 
we were happy to be in our new country 
and quickly discovered the friendliness of 
the Canadian people. 

We were soon placed in a rented home 
and before long were able to secure furni- 
ture and other necessary items. Thankfully, 
we met David and Carolyn Hobden, The 



Church in Prince Albert. The congrega- 
tion there had been praying for new people 
to come, especially children. When the 
20 of us arrived on their doorstep, they 
were overjoyed! I remember it well. It 
was a Christmas Eve service and, though 
we didn't understand the language, the 
lighting of the candles and the singing of 
the beautiful carols struck a happy note 
in our hearts. Somehow at that moment 



Our first Christmas in Canada was quite different 

from what we had expected. It was evident that Jesus 

Christ was central in this celebration 



Salvation Army's family services workers, 
as well as Captains Mike and Lee Anne 
Hoeft, who were then the corps officers 
at Prince Albert. These people were an 
answer to prayer and gave us much needed 
help and encouragement. They provided 
clothing, helped us buy groceries and 
made arrangements for visits to doctors 
and dentists. 

Shortly afterwards, we began attend- 
ing The Salvation Army Community 



we knew that The Salvation Army would 
become our church home. 

Later that night, David Hobden, dressed 
as Santa Claus, secretly delivered parcels to 
our doors. He disappeared quickly, but we 
knew who had been responsible for this 
kind gesture and were most grateful. 

First Canadian Christmas 

Our first Christmas in Canada was quite 
different from what we had expected 
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and unlike anything we had observed in 
Bosnia. Santa Claus, for instance, was a 
new feature, along with the hanging of 
stockings and the singing of new carols we 
had not heard before. It was evident that 
Jesus Christ was central in this Christmas 
celebration. 

We were fascinated by the bright out- 
door lights that adorned many homes, this 
not being a custom in our former land. 
We were also overjoyed to be invited to a 
Christmas dinner at the corps, which was 
another wonderful event. The children of 
all our families chose to wear their new 
clothes without coats. Somehow, despite 
the cold and the snow, we readily adapted 
to the Canadian climate. 

With the passage of time and the help 
of local Salvationists, my brothers and I 
were eventually able to obtain our driv- 
er's licences. The following Christmas we 
enjoyed ringing the bells on the Army 
kettles and, in a new language, saying 
a happy "God bless you" to those who 
made donations. In a wonderful way, the 
Lord provided for us many new Christian 



friends and helpers and, before long, each 
of our families welcomed new Canadian- 
born babies into our homes. I secured 
employment as a truck driver and care- 
taker at the Army's centre, and both my 
brothers got jobs in different trades. All 
of us, including our children, have now 
become Canadian citizens, and last year, 
Habitat for Humanity built a beautiful 
new residence for our family, for which 
we are most grateful. 

Canada has become our homeland, 
and we thank God for placing us here. 
This is a peaceful country and we enjoy 
Saskatchewan's "big sky" and our wonder- 
ful surroundings. For me, the Gospel of 
John has become a source of great help 
and Peter is my favourite Bible character. 
We look forward to celebrating Christmas 
2007. 

1. Ruzdi Morava with his new baby and 
other children; 2. Vinet and Zenebina 
Morava enjoy a happy moment with their 
five children; 3. Members of the Morava 
family enjoy a Canadian Christmas; 
4. Immigrant children enjoy Christmas dinner 
at The Salvation Army in Prince Albert 




Appreciation of Variety 

Recently I had the opportunity to browse 
through several past issues of Salvationist and 
was struck by the many and varied innova- 
tive ways that Salvationists in Canada are 
reaching their communities. I greatly admire 
the people (mainly young, 20- and 30-some- 
things) who are so involved. It is wonderful 
to know that so many are keen to return to 
the Army's "roots" of helping society's needy 
and rescuing the spiritually lost. 

At the same time, it occurs to me that 
there is, from some elements of our Army, 
an implication that all Salvationists should 
be serving the Lord in the same way, and 
that those involved in the "safe havens" of 
traditional, middle-class corps are somehow 
negligent. We need to recognize that many 
kinds of service are necessary. I know that 
many of those admirable young people grew 
up in such traditional corps and owe their 
spiritual motivation and strong faith to the 
grounding they received in their earlier years. 
As "street people" and others are rescued, 
to what are we bringing them? Continuing 
as a mission is fine and necessary, but surely 
the new Christians need to belong to a 
fellowship group with stability, especially 
if they are going to raise their families in 
their new lifestyle. 

We must remember that middle-class 
people need spiritual rescuing and nurtur- 
ing, too. In most instances, it would not be 
effective to invite one's professional co-work- 
ers to a street mission, but one can invite 
them to a musical program or an Alpha 
dinner at a traditional corps. Besides this, 
there are our families to consider. Children 
can be made aware early in life of the needs 
of the less fortunate in their communities 
and of ways to help them. However, they 
do need a "safe haven" in which to grow 
and develop as Christians— i.e. a corps with 
solid youth programs, musical or otherwise, 
being very logical. Adults who work daily 
out in "the real world," not in sheltered 
Salvation Army or other Christian environ- 
ments, need "safe havens" as well. They 
really do need to "come apart" from their 
workday environments for refreshment and 
strengthening with like-minded believers. 
This need can result in a variety of styles of 
worship among different corps in the same 
large city — something that has existed for 
many years. 

The Army has long used varied methods 
in varied locations to carry out Christ's 
commission. Let's continue to do so, with 
open minds and appreciation for all facets 
of Salvation Army service. 

Heather Allington, Toronto 
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All I Want For Christmas 

The gift of giving can pay rich dividends when we invest in 

other people's lives 

by Clint Houlbrook, Editor, SendTheFire.ca 



Kids love Christmastime. They 
love the candy canes, Christmas 
trees, lights, decorations, short- 
bread, hot chocolate, snowmen, 
mandarin oranges, apple cider, wrapping 
paper, ribbons, bows. And last, but defin- 
itely not least, they love the presents! 

Every year in our house we put a pic- 
ture on our fireplace mantle. Maybe you 
have one like it, or used to have one. It's 
a photograph of our two little kids beam- 
ing ear to ear as they sit on Santa's lap. 
Santa's all decked out in his red velvet 
suit. The white fluffy stuff jumps off his 
wrists, ankles and the rim of his hat while 
a ball of it dangles precariously off the 
end. As we update the picture each year 
it changes ever so slightly. The kids take 
up more space on Santa's lap and they 
get a little taller. One thing that doesn't 
change is how they can't wait to tell him 
what they want for Christmas. 

Think back. Can you remember that 
feeling of childhood excitement as you sat 
on Santa's knee? Or as you looked long- 
ingly through the Christmas catalogue, 
then hoped your loved ones picked up 
on your subtly dropped hints? This year, 
instead of thinking about what gift you 
want, why not get excited about what gift 
you'll give to the young people in your 
church? Jesus himself said, "It is more 
blessed to give than to receive" (See Acts 
20:35). 

Give Time 

Hang out with a young person. It's great 
fun. Go skiing, tubing, skating or take part 
in some other wintertime activity. In the 
warmer months, sit in the middle of a field 
or park on the grass and look up at the 
sky. Shoot some hoops or go for a walk. 
Consider investing of yourself in order to 
bless others. This might mean assisting 
at the local food bank, helping to pack 



Christmas hampers or volunteering 
to man the kettles so the Army doesn't 
have to pay someone to do it. 

A great benefit of spending time 
with a younger person is that you'll 
get to model faith in action in all 
sorts of life situations. One time 
when I was picking up kettles 
I took a young person along 
with me and we gave the 
kettle worker a ride 
home. As we talked, 
the worker shared 
about some life 
challenges he was 
facing and before we 
dropped him off, we 
shared a prayer with 
him. Afterwards, 
the young person 
with me was quite 
energized as we carried on with our 
kettle run. We had a great conversation 
for the next 20 minutes about life, faith 
and prayer. 

As you spend time with kids from your 
church, you can listen to where they're 
at in life, what they are wrestling with 
at school, at home, at work, in relation- 
ships and with their faith. As you show 
interest and listen, you might even get to 
share some of your life stories, struggles 
and triumphs to encourage them in their 
journey Time is a valuable commodity and 
none of us ever has enough. What better 
way to say you care about someone than 
to give them some time? It doesn't have to 
be lots or even frequent. Even connecting 
once a month for an hour or two works 
well and is much appreciated. 

Give Financially 

You can also support your young people 
by giving them money to pay for their 
participation in divisional and territorial 





youth events. Go up to 
your corps officer or youth 
leader, drop a $50 bill in 
their hand and tell them 
what you want them to use 
it for. They will love you. 
Most church youth min- 
istries have a limited 
budget. There are 
lots of events that 
happen through- 
out the year and 
there are always 
one or two young 
people who are finan- 
cially challenged and 
would love to go. 
When I was a youth 
pastor, I remember 
having a hard time 
coughing up the coin. 
It was always tough to 
have fundraisers throughout the year so my 
kids could take part in such activities as 
youth councils, ski trips, weekend retreats 
or even summer camp. 

There's so much we can do to help our 
young people. I am reminded of an old 
saying that sums it up well: 

If you are planting for a year, plant 

grain. 
Ij you are planting for a decade, plant 

trees. 
If you are planting for a century, plant 

people. 

In 2005, The Salvation Army held an 
International Year for Children and Youth. 
That emphasis may be now gone, but we 
don't need a special campaign to think of 
our young people. We should value them 
every year. 

Give generously this year. And have a 
Merry Christmas. 
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Bethlehem 



How the "House of Bread" became the birthplace 
of the "Bread of Life" 

Commissioner William W. Francis, Territorial Commander 




Bethlehem. The very 
name floods the 
imagination and stirs 
the emotions. God 
chose this tiny village, annually 
revered in churches and homes 
around the world, as the cradle 
of celestial joy, hope and peace. 
Each Christmas, young and 
old contemplate the reality and 
significance of the manger, the 
shepherds, the Magi and the 
Holy Family under the star of 
Bethlehem. In this hamlet one 
quiet, mysterious night 2,000 
years ago, an event took place 
that forever changed the course 
of history. 

Modern Bethlehem, a mod- 
est village of 30,000 inhabit- 
ants, is remarkably unchanged 
since the time of Jesus' birth. 
Perched on the rugged slopes 
of the Judean desert about eight 
kilometres south of Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem sits along the main 
highway to Hebron and Egypt, 
known as The Way of the 
Patriarchs. Its Hebrew name, 
Beth-Lehem ("House of Bread"), 
well defines this fertile parcel 
of land. As they have through 
the ages, Bethlehem's fields 



still supply nourishing grain, 
the olive grove's distinctive oil 
and the vineyard's succulent 
grapes. 

Archaeologists are just 
beginning to excavate the 
site of ancient Bethlehem, 
located near the Church of 
the Nativity. Modern build- 
ings make the task difficult. 
No one knows when the vil- 
lage was first occupied. Called 
Ephrath ("fruitful") in Jacob's 
time, it became the burial place 
for his beloved wife, Rachel. 



Elimelech, the father-in-law of 
Ruth (see Ruth 1: 1-2), as well 
as the home of Ruth's husband, 
Boaz. 

The prophet Samuel 
established the town's reli- 
gious significance. He came 
to Bethlehem declaring, "I have 
come to sacrifice to the Lord. 
Consecrate yourselves and 
come to the sacrifice with me" 
(1 Samuel 16:5). Participants 
in that sacrifice — Jesse and 
his sons, along with their des- 
cendants — have immortalized 



Modem pilgrims journey to the 

Church of the Nativity, where a 

14-point silver star points worshippers to 

the traditional birthplace of Christ 



Following their conquest of 
Canaan, the Israelites called the 
village Bethlehem. According 
to 1 Chronicles 2:51, Salma, 
one of Caleb's sons, was the 
"Father of Bethlehem." It was 
also the home of Ibzan, the 
10th judge (see Judges 12:8), 



Bethlehem. A thousand years 
after King David was born, his 
teenage progeny, Mary, gave 
birth to the King of kings in 
their ancestral home, "the 
city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem" (Luke 2:4 KJV). 
In the second century, 




Justin Martyr recorded that 
Jesus' birth took place "in a 
cave close to the village." The 
probability that this cave is 
identical to the grotto of the 
Church of the Nativity is 
supported by one of history's 
ironies. The Emperor Hadrian 
desecrated the Cave of the 
Nativity following the bloody 
repression of the Bar Kokhba 
revolt in AD 135. He encom- 
passed the cave with a temple 
dedicated to the Roman god 
Adonis. Ironically, this dese- 
cration served to pinpoint the 
site forever. 

Today, modern pilgrims fol- 
low well-worn steps that des- 
cend into the grotto directly 
under the altar of the Church 
of the Nativity. Bending down 
or kneeling in front of a 14- 
point silver star on a white 
marble floor, each worshipper 
reads the star's Latin inscrip- 
tion: u Hic de Virgine Maria Jesus 
Christus natus est" (Here Jesus 
Christ was born to the Virgin 
Mary). 

Here, in a hostel's basement 
cave in the village known as 
"The House of Bread," was 
born the Baby who would 
one day declare, "I am the 
bread of life... the living 
bread that came down from 
Heaven. Whoever eats of this 
bread will live forever. This 
bread is my flesh, which I will 
give for the life of the world" 
(John 6:48, 51). May the Babe 
of Bethlehem's 21st-century 
followers respond as did his 
first century disciples — "Lord, 
evermore give us this bread" 
(John 6:34 KJV). 

Let us celebrate Christmas 
2007 with the resounding 
affirmation for the entire world 
to hear yet again: "Christ the 
Saviour is born!" 
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Winnipeg Salvationists welcome 
Witnesses for Christ 

by Lt-Colonel Ray Moulton, Editor-in-Chief 



To the rousing music of 
Winnipeg East Band, the 16 
cadets of the Witnesses for 
Christ Session stepped onto 
the platform at Winnipeg's Elim Chapel, 
where they were greeted by Commissioners 
William W and Marilyn D. Francis and 
Colonels Glen and Eleanor Shepherd, 
territorial leaders. It was an occasion to 
celebrate God's continuing call to full- 
time service and the start of a lifetime of 
ministry as Salvation Army officers. 

A large group of Salvationists, friends 
and family members were present to 
encourage and welcome the new cadets. 
In addition, the second-year cadets of the 
God's Fellow Workers Session committed 
to embracing them in the college experi- 
ence as they share the learning journey 
together. 

Though the new session comes from 
across the territory, 8 of the 16 cadets are 
from Alberta. The average age is 30, with 
80 percent having come to faith as a child 
or teenager. Each cadet expressed the hope 
that God would use and work through 
them, many citing the cries and needs of 
people as the vehicle that God used to call 
them to full-time ministry. 

Commissioner Marilyn D. Francis, ter- 
ritorial president of women's ministries, 
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challenged the cadets from Philippians 1:6. 
Like Paul, she expressed her confidence 
that "he which hath begun a good work 
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ" (KJV). The commissioner had the 
congregation repeat the promise to the new 
cadets to assure them that God had not 

Each cadet expressed the 
hope that Cod would use 
and work through them, 
many citing the cries and 
needs of people as the 
vehicle Cod used to call 
them to full-time ministry 

only called them to the possible but that 
he would perform it in their lives. 

The joint sessions of cadets sang the 
new sessional song, Witnesses for Christ, 
written by Commissioner Keith Banks 
of the United Kingdom Territory. The 
stirring and meditative music beautifully 



Top: Cadets and family members share in 
moments of prayer and dedication: above: 
Cdts Claude and Anne-Marie Dagenais 
share their aspirations for future ministry 

captured the biblical themes of being wit- 
nesses for Christ. 

Commissioner William Francis, ter- 
ritorial commander, reminded the cadets 
that just as God had called them to full- 
time service, he had called them aside 
for this time of preparation and to equip 
them for their future ministry. Referring 
to their sessional name, he said that they 
had been chosen to be witnesses to all that 
Christ was and is, including witnesses to 
his martyrdom. In the same way as Jesus 
took up his cross to face his ordained task, 
they are to give of themselves intention- 
ally and fully as they take up their own 
cross in sacrificial service. In the words of 
John Wesley, they are not called to "a fair 
summer religion" but a lifelong journey 
with Christ. Using Annie Johnson Flint's 
familiar song, He Giveth More Grace, the 
commissioner also reminded the cadets 
that God's grace would be sufficient for 
them in the days ahead. 



Just Between Us 



Assumptions 



Jesus said we're to treat all people equally, but that's easier 

said than done 

by Major Kathie Chiu 

Corps Officer and Executive Director of The Caring Place Ministries, Mountain View Community Church, Maple Ridge, B.C. 



I assume you have your place all decor- 
ated for the season," she stated. I 
looked at the other woman with a 
sense of incredulity She doesn't know 
me — the real me. If she did, she would 
know the truth. Decorate? Me? I'm lucky if 
I get time to phone my family back east on 
Christmas Day after they wake me from the 
coma induced by the "traditional" Salvation 
Army activities in December. 

So why did this person think that I 
had it all together? Well, let's see ... I'm 
executive director of a multi-faceted social 
ministry; I co-pastor a church congregation 
with my husband, preaching each Sunday 
and playing in the worship team; I'm on 
boards for different agencies in the com- 
munity and the region; I started up a retail 
yarn shop (for purely altruistic reasons, 
I assure you); and there are lots of other 
things that I'm involved with. With five 
kids, two young boys still at home, six 
grandchildren and looking after my mother 
for the last nine years, I've got my hands 
full. After all that, anyone who thinks that 
I still have time to decorate my house at 
Christmas or any other time of the year 
must be insane. 

Whatever idea this nice woman had 
about me, she got it wrong. She made an 
assumption that was simply not true. I 
would like to have my house decorated, 
cookies baked, be able to eat properly and 
exercise and have all the gifts wrapped 
and under the tree before midnight on 
Christmas Eve. But that wouldn't be me. 
If I did that, I wouldn't have time for all 
the other interesting things I do — like 
this column. 

Like this woman, many of us often look 
at other people and make assumptions or 
judgments about them. We see what some- 
one looks like or hear something about a 
particular person. Then we decide if we're 
going to like them or not, or whether we'll 
give them a job or be their friend, based 
on what we think we know. 

The Bible cautions us in this. Jesus 
said, "The last will be first, and the first 
will be last" (Matthew 20:16). In other 
words, we shouldn't use the standards of 
this world to measure a person's worth 



or abilities. We're not to favour the rich. 
We're to treat all people equally — regard- 
less of who they are, what they're wearing, 
how they smell, if they have a different 
philosophy of life, what gender they are, 
whether or not they're married or even if 
we don't really like them. 



Many of us often look 

at other people and 

make assumptions 

or judgments about 

them based on what 

we think we know 



to a similar report on CNN, "attractive 
students get more attention and higher 
evaluations from their teachers, good- 
looking patients get more personalized 
care from their doctors and handsome 
criminals receive lighter sentences than 
less attractive convicts." 

I have to wonder if I unconsciously 
put up a "front" when I meet people. Did 
this stop my acquaintance from seeing 
the real me? 

I also have to look at how I think of 
other people. Perhaps I'm unfair sometimes 
in my assumptions about them. After all, 
I can't read their thoughts, can I? I can't 




This is hard. In our society, we tend to 
promote the ones who are bright, perky, 
good-looking, thin, white, straight and — in 
our organization — male. I was watching 
ABC's 20/20 one Friday night and they had 
a segment on how a person's good looks 
helped them get ahead. They had hidden 
cameras and, when presented with the 
evidence, the people interviewed all had to 
admit that a person's looks actually played 
a part in their decision making. According 



feel what they feel. 

Look at the people with whom you 
live, go to work or go to school. What do 
you think of them? Have you made judg- 
ments about them? Have you assumed 
things about them? Let the love of this 
holiday season turn your hearts to those 
people. Try to get to know them — the 
real person behind the fagade that we all 
wear. Make a new friend, and have a Merry 
Christmas! § 
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The (^Picture 

Moving toward a theology*o1 imigr ation 

by Major Ray Harris ^^H ^ 



When I first stepped into 
my office at the for- 
mer St. John's College 
For Officer Training in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, my secretary 
greeted me with the question, "So how 
does it feel to be a CFA?" I blinked, with 
my normal puzzled look, and she con- 
tinued: "You are considered a 'Come From 
Away' You're not native to Newfoundland 
and Labrador. You're a CFA." 

This was all said in the context of 
a lighthearted welcome, but for a brief 
moment, I wondered if I was really being 
viewed as an immigrant. Would my lack 
of a "bay" dialect betray me? Would my 
ignorance of "toutons" prove to be my 
undoing? It didn't take long before my 
wife, Cathie, and I made ourselves at home 
in this unique province, but not everyone 
experiences the same outcome. 

We live in an age where the movements 
of people globally are on the increase and 
are being intentionally tracked through 
charts and statistics on many different 
levels. Passport policies are being renewed 
and multinational corporations are plan- 
ning with this in mind. That said, it may 
be helpful to focus on one particular Bible 
story that will help us glean some new 
insights into this significant issue. 

The Story of Ruth 

The Book of Ruth actually describes two 
different migrations. In the first instance, 
a family from Bethlehem leaves that com- 
munity because of a famine (see Ruth 
1:1-5). Elimelek and Naomi take their 
two sons and travel to Moab, east of the 
Dead Sea, to live among a people with 
whom, according to the broader context 
of Scripture, the Israelites actually lived 
in racial tension. Yet they were apparently 
welcomed, to the extent that the sons even 
married Moabite women after their father 
died. Unfortunately, the sons also died 
about 10 years later. 

Hearing there is food back in 
Bethlehem, Naomi decides to return and 
even allows Ruth to accompany her (see 
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v 6-18). The Moabite daughter-in-law, 
Ruth, now becomes the immigrant, having 
to make a new home for herself among 
Naomi's people. Eventually, of course, 
Ruth is attracted to Naomi's kinsman, 
Boaz. In his own integrity and shrewd- 
ness, Boaz makes sure that all the other 
potential suitors give up their first rights of 
refusal, then takes Ruth to be his wife. The 
town rejoices, Ruth conceives and a son 
is born. Ruth, the immigrant from Moab, 
thus becomes a central figure in Israel's 
story, through whose line will come King 
David and eventually Jesus, the promised 
Messiah. 



The greater purposes of 

God are being worked 

out through the stories of 

immigrants 



Now obviously this is not the experi- 
ence of all immigrants. But in examining 
this story in light of immigration patterns 
today, we can begin to sketch some con- 
tours of what might be called a "theology 
of immigration." 

How We Think About 
Immigration 

The movement of peoples in our world 
takes place against the background of 
social forces. Tribal communities are in 
conflict; jobs are more readily available 
in some parts of the world than others; 
ethnic diversities are more tolerated in 
some parts of the world than others. 

In Canada, there seems to be a grow- 
ing realization that we need new immi- 
grants to fill vacant positions. Last year, 
The Globe and Mail published a series of 
articles on Canada's new economic real- 
ity — the need for workers, not jobs. Home- 



grown workers will not meet the need, yet 
we are experiencing tighter passport and 
border restrictions. Reasons for this are 
complex, but both of these realities lie in 
the background of any discussion about 
immigration. 

The flow of people in our times is set 
against the backdrop of economic and 
political realities. How we name our social 
context is an important part of how we 
think about immigration. Here are some 
principles to keep in mind: 

1. Immigrants arrive in their new land 
with an important personal story. When 
Naomi returned to Bethlehem, few of the 
townspeople would have known what 
had happened during her time away. They 
wouldn't know that Ruth had married one 
of Naomi's sons or that, despite Naomi's 
urgings and her sister's return to Moab, 
Ruth had made a promise of loyalty to 
Naomi expressed out of her newfound 
freedom. 

Immigration does not take place in a 
vacuum. Stories of new immigrants don't 
begin when they arrive in their destina- 
tion country. They continue something 
that already has created a sense of iden- 
tity. Might one of the Church's contribu- 
tions to immigrants be that we are a place 
where their story can be heard and valued? 
Immigrants come with a story, and that 
story — even with its pain — may express 
something of God's grace at work. 

2. Immigrants need to negotiate the 
tensions of creating a new sense of iden- 
tity. When Ruth arrived in Bethlehem 
she had little guarantee of acceptance or 
welcome. She would have experienced a 
number of losses contributing to her sense 
of vulnerability. Gone was her language, 
her streets, her favourite foods, her own 
family and the ways of surviving in her 
own culture. Her sense of identity, formed 
by her story to this point, was threatened 
on a number of fronts. 

But Bethlehem also had a sense of 
identity. Known as a place of violence 
and idolatry, its people also took their 
faith seriously. They looked after the poor 



and foreigners in their midst by making 
provision for their food, and maintained 
traditions such as the kinsman-redeemer, 
through which Boaz is allowed to take 
Ruth for his wife. Whatever Ruth's con- 
nection with Naomi, however, she is a 
"different" person, and thereby socially 
vulnerable. 

British Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, author of 
The Dignity of Difference: How to Avoid the 
Clash of Civilizations, gives good thought to 
this notion of "difference" in our times. He 
believes we are entering an age of the pol- 
itics of identity. "That is why religion has 
emerged, after a long eclipse, to become so 
powerful a presence on the world stage," he 
writes, "because religion is one of the great 
answers to the question of identity. But 
that, too, is why we face danger. Identity 
divides. The very process of creating an 
'us' involves creating a 'them' — the people 
not like us." 

A critical issue facing us is how we 
can be clear about our own sense 



ant tradition in Israel's communal faith, 
commanded by God in Leviticus 19:9-10. 
Despite the ethical chaos in the time of the 
judges, Boaz and others had sustained this 
tradition in order to provide for those in 
need. This tradition served the purpose 
of social justice, of providing for a widow 
and her alien daughter-in-law. If Ruth came 
face-to-face with some of the violence of 
her times, she also encountered "socially 
embodied arguments" in the practices of 
gleanings. 

When Cathie and I moved back to 
Winnipeg last year, one of the first things 
we did was to arrange for our new prov- 
incial health card. We sat in the govern- 
ment offices downtown, recognizing that 
others there were likely new immigrants. 
My hunch is that they did not know the 
story that led to our health care plan — the 
work of Tommy Douglas or Roy Romanow. 
Even with its present tensions, our health- 
care system is made available to docu- 
mented immigrants, including those 
who aren't yet Canadian citizens. 
Immigrants to Canada experience 
a "socially embodied argument" 
in the form of our health- 
care tradition. 

When immi- 
grants encounter 
Salvationists, what 
"socially embod- 




of identity as Salvationists in Canada, 
yet big enough to appreciate clear differ- 
ences that immigrants bring to this land. 
I would suggest, along with Rabbi Sacks, 
that a renewed reading of the Bible and its 
emphasis on all humans being made "in 
the image of God" is an important place 
to begin. 

3. Immigrants encounter the trad- 
itions of their new home. When Ruth 
sought permission from Naomi to "go to 
the fields and pick up the leftover grain" 
(see 2:2), she was perhaps only following 
something she had seen others doing in 
her new community. She probably didn't 
know she was tapping into an import- 



ied arguments" — what traditions — do 
we introduce them to? In the violence of 
our times, how are we being faithful to 
those traditions that are life-giving? How 
do the traditions of Canada contribute 
to the welfare of immigrants? Our social 
traditions can be viewed as part of the 
fabric of grace. 

4. The greater purposes of God are 
being worked out through the stories of 
immigrants. One of the fascinating obser- 
vations of the story of Ruth is that God is 
very much standing in the wings or on the 
sidelines. He does not speak in this story, 
although the narrator attributes the return 
of the harvest and even the eventual birth 



of a son to Ruth and Boaz as coming from 
God's hand. When Boaz first meets Ruth 
he prays that she may find reward from 
"the God of Israel, under whose wings you 
have come to take refuge" (2:12). 

But perhaps the most fascinating way 
God is depicted in this story is through 
its almost "chance" encounters. When 
Ruth first goes to glean crops for Naomi, 
the narrator says, "As it turned out, she 
found herself working in a field belonging 
to Boaz ... " (2:3). And when the narrator 
winds up the story, he notes simply that the 
local women said, "Naomi has a son!" and 
describes how "he was the father of Jesse, 
the father of David" (4:17). From the per- 
spective of time, the storyteller senses the 
greater purposes of God being worked out 
through this marriage. God's providential 
hand is seen to be at work through famine, 
the expressions of loyalty, the traditions 
of Israel, the plotting of Naomi and the 
desires of individuals. 

Moving Forward 

Modern Canada has been built on immi- 
gration. One of my great-grandfathers 
came to this country through The Salvation 
Army's immigration scheme. Three of my 
grandparents immigrated to Canada and 
southern Manitoba is characterized by the 
last century's immigration of Mennonites. 
Some of this history has gone well, but we 
are also conscious of Canada's treatment 
of the Chinese in building a railroad, and 
our refusal to welcome Jews in the 1930s. 
Canada's history of welcoming immigrants 
is far from unmixed. 

But we seem to be moving toward a 
time when our approach to immigration 
will be much more intentional. Universities 
will be seeking students. Businesses will 
be seeking workers of different skills. At 
one level, there are very real human con- 
siderations behind this shift. 

I wonder, though, if God is up to some- 
thing not readily apparent to us from this 
vantage point. In this day of the "politics 
of identity," it may be that Salvationists 
are being called to understand who we 
are at the deepest levels of our identity so 
that we can welcome those with different 
stories, different cultures, and perhaps 
even different expressions of faith. What 
we do may not be readily apparent to the 
world's stage, but like the Book of Ruth, it 
will narrate a story of personal faithfulness 
to the grace of God in our times. 

This article is an abbreviated version of a 
presentation made to the Ethics Centres 
social issues committee in September 2006 
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Building Bridges of 



LOVE 



English cafe opens new doors of ministry to Afghan community 



by Cadet Peter Lu blink, Col lege for Officer Training 



t was February 2007. My wife and I 
and another cadet had been asked to 
create an English cafe in response to 
the overwhelming need of the mostly 
immigrant community in our Winnipeg 
neighbourhood. 

We quickly planned and envisioned 
what such a program could look like. 
From the beginning we knew that if it 
was going to last it had to be embedded in 
the cultural landscape as soon as possible. 
Instead of starting with a long phase of 
planning, committees and deliberations, 
we chose to host a volunteer information 
party for the community and began to get 
them involved in the very first stages of 
their new cafe. 

At this learning event we talked about 
the general vision for the cafe and how we 
saw it ministering to peoples needs. Wendi 
Park, the director of the multicultural fam- 



ily centre where the cafe was to be located, 
spoke of the tremendous impact of the 
centre in the community. We also asked 
a guest ESL teacher to come and train the 
volunteers so they could teach English to 
cafe customers through everyday conversa- 
tion. The net result was that right from the 
outset people began to take ownership of 
this new ministry. 

The Salvation Army English Cafe 
quickly began to thrive, despite existing in 
a predominantly Afghan neighbourhood. 
The children's programs were bursting at 
the seams and the adult coffee shop soon 
became a place where new relationships 



were formed, new languages learned and 
cultural barriers overcome. 

Working in this Afghan community 
was a new experience for me. A personal 
highlight was hearing the Muslim teen- 
agers refer to the cafe as their church. 
They commented about how much they 
loved coming to "church" every week 
and how they wouldn't miss it for the 
world. 

As a community, we began celebrating 
birthdays and special occasions. To mark 
the Afghan New Year, we brought a special 
cake. My wife, Alison, even decorated a 
large banner with some New Year's wishes 



Afghan teenagers comment about how much 

they love coming to "church" every week and how 

they wouldn't miss it for the world 




in her best possible Persian (Farsi) script. 
What an impact it made on the people 
to have a few celebratory words in their 
native language! As the year pressed on, 
celebrations became so frequent that two 
of the women from the neighbourhood 
began a new tradition of monthly potluck 
dinners to celebrate people's birthdays. 
As we approach Christmastime I 
have no doubt that the same spirit of 
community that saw the celebration 
of birthdays and the new year will be 
repeated as the cafe commemorates 
Christ's birth in Bethlehem 2,000 years 
ago. Having demonstrated Christ's love 
and compassion throughout the year in 
this predominantly Muslim community, 
Christmastime has become all the more 
meaningful and precious to those who 
have found Christ through our inter- 
actions with them. Cultures can always 
be bridged when the building materials 
are love and respect. 
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| Feeling at 

* Home 

Originally from El Salvador, Iris Rivas 
now helps newcomers to Canada feel 
loved and accepted 



by Captain Kim Walter, Editor, Edge for Kids 



Christmas 1996 was 
the loneliest Iris 
Rivas ever knew. 
She had arrived 
in Canada from her native El 
Salvador just 14 months earlier, 
in early October 1995. Just 22 
days later, her daughter was 
born, sooner than she had 
anticipated. 

Iris is an independent 
woman. At the age of 13, she 
left the small village in which 
she was raised to pursue her 
education. She now has a 
degree in economics and has 
worked both in that field as 
well as teaching school. Iris 
initially came to Canada to 
be with her mother and two 
sisters. However, it wasn't long 
before the desire to be self-suf- 
ficient motivated her to find a 
new place to live and get out 
on her own. 

By her second Christmas 
in Canada, Iris was alone in 
her apartment with a three- 
year-old son and one-year-old 
daughter, thousands of miles 
from home. She did not speak 
much English and was feeling 
the bitter cold of a Canadian 
winter. 

Iris recalled growing up 
in El Salvador, where holi- 
days were big community 
events. Her vivid memories of 
spending such occasions with 
friends and neighbours made 
Christmas in a new country 
all the more lonely and diffi- 
cult. The weather didn't help 
her spirits either. Although 



Christmas Eve in El Salvador 
is a time for family and friends, 
Christmas Day is usually spent 
on the beach, enjoying the 
warm tropical breezes while 
basking in the hot sun or taking 
a dip in the cool waters of the 
Pacific Ocean, quite different 
from Christmas in Toronto. 

Over the next four years, 
Iris worked hard to learn 

Iris' vivid memories 

ofspending 

holidays with 

friends and 

neighbours made 

Christmas in a 

new country all 

the more lonely 

and difficult 

English, find employment 
and make a life for her young 
family. It was at a parenting 
group that she first learned 
about The Salvation Army. In 
2001, she began attending 
the new Corps 614 in Regent 
Park, led by Captains Geoff 
and Sandra Ryan, just back 
from Russia. In December, she 
was excited to get an invita- 
tion to attend their Christmas 
in Canada celebration. There, 
Iris found the sense of belong- 



ing that she had missed since 
leaving El Salvador six years 
earlier. 

Iris became a member of 
Corps 614 in October 2003 
and now works as its office 
manager. Her children feel 
at home there and particu- 
larly enjoy the Bible study 
program geared to kids their 
own age. Iris is happy that 
this experience of being part 
of a community — something 
she treasures from her own 



childhood days — is available 
to them through The Salvation 
Army. She still participates in 
Christmas in Canada, but now 
as one who is reaching out to 
other newcomers. "I'm there 
to make them feel welcome," 
she says. 

Iris is happy to help others 
like herself find a place to 
belong in a new country, just 
as she has found the sense of 
community that she was miss- 
ing for so many years. 



Christmas in Canada 

In December 2001, Corps 614 in Toronto partnered with immi- 
gration and refugee services, Ontario Central Division, to 
host a dinner party for refugees and newcomers to Canada. 
Seventy-five guests from such countries as Russia, China, Mexico, 
Congo and Sri Lanka attended. Volunteers agreed to host a table 
of eight people, committing to serve them, eat with them and 
lead them in prayers. Carols were sung and Santa Claus brought 
gifts for all the children. Adults received a New Testament (in 
their own language where possible) and a Christmas card explain- 
ing the true meaning of Christmas. Iris Rivas attended the first 
Christmas in Canada meal and now helps reach out to others by 
participating each year and making new immigrants and refugees 
feel welcome in their new country. 




Immigrants and refugees learn about Christmas in their new 
country 
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RECOGNITION AND ENROLMENT 




Booth College Elects New Board Chair 

WINNIPEG— Dr. John Rook has been elected as 
the new chair of theWilliam and Catherine Booth 
College Board ofTrustees. As CEO ofThe Salvation 
Army's community services in Calgary, Dr. Rook 
is widely recognized as a passionate advocate 
for the marginalized. In June, the federal govern- 
ment appointed him a chairperson of the National 
Council of Welfare, an arm's length advisory body 
to the Minister of Human Resources and Social 
Development. He is also a member of the Advisory 
Board of the Alberta Housing Coalition. Dr. Rook 
has degrees in psychology, theology and a doctorate in biblical studies 
from Oxford University. He has taught at Goddard College in Vermont, 
U.S. A, McMaster Divinity College in Hamilton, Ont, and currently is 
adjunct professor of social work at the University of Calgary. With his 
range of experience, he is uniquely prepared to provide leadership to the 
governance of Booth College as it transitions to a new programmatic 
focus. He will serve as board chair for a three-year term. Dr. Rook suc- 
ceeds Dr. Marjory Kerr, who served as board chair since 2004. Under her 
leadership, the board completed the transition to a new form of policy 
governance, conducted a successful presidential search and articulated 
a new vision for Booth College 



Volunteer Help Appreciated 

GERALDTON, ONT.— Neil 
MacDorum, left, is recog- 
nized for five years of faith- 
ful service on the Geraldton 
extension unit thrift store 
committee. The Army's min- 
istry in the community, located 
nearThunder Bay, covers the 
entire Greenstone Region. 
The store also houses a food 
bank and is completely run by 

volunteers. Neil's experience working for theTown of Geraldton made 
him an excellent ambassador forThe Salvation Army and a valuable help 
in advising Army workers on their ongoing service to the community. 
Congratulating Neil are Irene Marzowski, thrift store manager, and Mjr 
Rick Pollard, CO.Thunder Bay CC 



Stepping Out For Christ 





YARMOUTH, N.S.— MjrsWillis 
and Priscilla Drover, COs, wel- 
come 12 new senior soldiers. 
From left, Mjr Priscilla Drover, 
Cecil Roy, Sandy Foote, Paul 
Foote, Linda Muise, Heather 
Rhyno, Gerry Rhyno, Donald 



PEACE RIVER, A LTA.— Margaret 
Gillespie is enrolled as a sol- 
dier by Mjrs Harvey and Emma 
Compton, former COs 



Jayne, Betty Earle, Ronald 
Earle, Rose Campbell, Larry 
Campbell, Hayward Baggs, Mjr 
Willis Drover 




Keep us informed about what's happening across the territory. Send 
us your news and photos highlighting various waysThe Salvation 
Army is living out its mission and values in your community. In 
addition to selected items that appear in print, enrolments and 
recognitions are posted regularly on our website, Salvationist.ca, 
so please send all your material as soon as possible after the event. 
Photos are acceptable in JPEG orTIFF format, minimum 300 dpi 
preferred. E-mail us at Salvationist@can.salvationarmy.org, or 
write to us at Salvationist, 2 Overlea Blvd, Toronto ON M4H 1P4. 
Help us celebrate what is happening in your corps! 



GAZETTE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Appointments/promotions 

Lt-Col Mervyn Rowland, OC, Hong Kong and 
Macau Command; Mjrs Raymond/Aylene Finger, 
CS andTSWM, Australia SouthernTty, with 
rank of It-colonel; Mjr Priscilla Nanlabi, GS, 
Hong Kong and Macau Command 
TERRITORIAL 

Re-accepted with rank of major 
Glenn Patey 
Appointments 

Mjrs Stephen/Elaine Hibbs, Charlottetown CC, 
P.E.I., Maritime Div; Mjr Deborah Hilliard, direc- 
tor of human resources, Meighen Health Centre, 
Toronto, Ont. CE Div; Mjr Colleen Kimberley, 
family services worker, Listowel, Ont. GL Div 
(additional responsibility); Mjrs Glenn/Bonnie 
Patey, Prince Albert, Sask., Prairie Div; Mjr 
George Patterson, transportation officer for 
territorial leaders, THQ territorial executive 
(additional responsibility) 



Reinforcement personnel 

Mjr Marsha-Jean Bowles, field secretary, 

Germany Tty 

Long service - 30 years 

MjrVioletChaulk 
Retirements 

Mjr Harvey Compton, out of Griquet, N.L. Last 
appointment: Peace River CC, Alta., Prairie Div; 
Mjr Emma Compton, out of Point St. Charles, 
Montreal, Que. Last appointment: Peace River 
CC, Alta., Prairie Div; Mjr Garland Foote, out 
of Liverpool, N.S. Last appointment: director 
of chaplaincy services, Maxwell Meighen 
Centre, Toronto, Ont. CE Div; Mjr Anne Foote, 
out of NewWaterford, N.S. Last appointment: 
chaplain, Maxwell Meighen Centre,Toronto, Ont. 
CE Div; Mjr Garry Hopkins, out of Englee, N.L. 
Last appointment: executive director, Meighen 
Health Centre.Toronto, Ont. CE Div 
Retirement addresses 
Mjrs Harvey/Emma Compton, 3085 - 6th AveW, 
Prince Albert SK S6V 5L7; Mjrs Garland/Anne 
Foote, 65 Poolton Cres, #3, Mailbox 3, Courtice 



ONL1E2H5 
Promoted to Glory 

Brg Frederick Hustler, from Toronto, Sep 22; 

Aux-Cpt George Muise, from NewWaterford, 

N.S.,Oct4 

Program changes 

NorthernTerritories transferred from Quebec 

Div to Prairie Div (effective Oct 9) 

CALENDAR 

Commissioners William and Marilyn Francis 

Dec 1-2 25th anniversary, Williams Lake, B.C.; 
Dec 4 retired officers' Christmas dinner, Toronto; 
Dec 10-17 ecumenical meeting, Sunbury Court, 
London, England* 
*ComrWilliam Francis only 
Colonels Glen and Eleanor Shepherd 
Dec 9 Hope CC, Pickering, Ont. 
Canadian Staff Band 
Dec 1 Christmas With The Salvation Army, 
Roy Thomson Hall, Toronto; Dec 15 Toronto 
Star Christmas concerts, St. Paul's Anglican 
Church, Toronto 
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TRIBUTE 

BRIGHTON, N.L.— Born in Pilley's Island, N.L., in 1918, 
Ida Pinsent later moved to Brighton, where she married 
her husband, George, and they raised their seven children. 
Known as "Aunt Ida," she was a faithful soldier for more 
than 40 years. A life member of the home league, she 
also served for 25 years as HLT. Ida could often be found 
humming songs of praise while doing household chores 
or just relaxing. She loved to sit in her garden on Sunday evenings and 
play her button accordian. Neighbours would often stop and listen or sing 
along. Ida especially loved playing the accordian at Christmas forfamily 
and friends and providing vocal solos on other occasions throughout 
the year. She often spoke of her favourite verse from John 14:2 in which 
Jesus said, "In my Father's house are many mansions" (KJV), knowing 
with assurance that one day she would be in his presence. She is missed 
by one son, six daughters, 10 grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren, 
one great-great-grandson and many relatives and friends. 

PENTICTON, B.C.— Born in Rosedale, Alta., in 1923, 
Jessie H. Formo moved to Chilliwack, B.C., as an infant, 
then to Penticton at age 13. A hard worker all her life, 
9 she often recounted experiences of working with the 
■ Canadian Pacific Railway during the Second World War. 
A vibrant, active third-generation Salvationist, whose 
roots encompassed the early days ofThe Salvation Army 
in Canada, Jessie laboured faithfully at Penticton Corps for 70 years. Her 
loving, compassionate spirit embraced both children and adults alike. 
Jessie was never happier than when teaching Sunday school, engaging 
in CCM visitation or diligently ministering as recruiting sergeant, bring- 
ing others to a deeper relationship with her Lord and Saviour. Jessie is 
remembered with love and affection by a host of friends as well as her 
sisters Myrtle Hughes and Joyce Smith; son, Albert; daughter, Alexis, 
and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

TORONTO — Major Malcolm Webster entered training 
from Winnipeg Citadel in 1946 and was commissioned as 
a member of theWarriors Session. A dedicated, skilled 
and compassionate officer, Malcolm's competency and 
versatility enabled him to serve in a variety of ministries. 
He held appointments in corps ministry, education, 
editorial, divisional administration, services to seniors, 
social services and correctional and justice services. Well known as a 
vocal soloist, gifted writer and conference speaker, his personal and 
empathetic interest in people is remembered by individuals throughout 
the Canada and BermudaTerritory. Malcolm's final years were severely 
limited by the effects of a catastrophic stroke he suffered in 2000. 
However, he continued to model faith, friendliness, fortitude and grace. 
His friends and caregivers at the Meighen Manor were very fond of "the 
major." Malcolm is survived and deeply missed by his wife, Florence; 
daughters Joan (Nelson) Durdle, Major Kathryn (Kester)Trim, Major 
Lois (Norman) Garcia; brother, Neil; sister, Jean (Walter) Gibson; and 
their families. 

TORONTO — Mrs. Brigadier Nessie Strachan was 

born into a Salvationist family in Glasgow, Scotland, 
in 1910. The youngest of 11 children, she moved with 
her family to Kingston, Ont, as a young girl. Entering 
training, she was commissioned in 1935 and appointed 
to Leaside Corps, Toronto. After four years in Bermuda, 
she returned to Canada to serve in various corps and 
DHQ appointments. In 1959 she was appointed to the Calgary Grace 
Hospital and went on to work in various girls' homes before retiring to 
Kingston in 1970. In 1975, Nessie married Brigadier David Strachan, 
resuming her active officership to minister with him in men's social 
services inToronto. Following their retirement in 1977, they continued 
assisting the Army for several years wherever there was a need, 
including four months on the island of Curacao, off the north coast of 
Venezuela. Nessie is survived by her husband, David, of over 31 years; 
stepsons Brian (Carol) and Evan (Sharon); stepdaughter, Fae; four 
grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; many nieces and nephews 
and a large extended family. 







CONCEPTION BAY SOUTH, N.L.— Gladys J. Porter 

came to faith in Christ as a young girl and was enrolled 
as a soldier in 1954. A quiet, gentle woman by nature, 
she served God faithfully as a songster, home league 
member and Sunday school teacher. With her late hus- 
band, Cyril, Gladys loyally supported the corps for more 
than 50 years, encouraging many people, especially new 
Christians. She took time to visit those were who were sick and shut 
in at home, often sharing her testimony in word and song. Her Godly 
influence is remembered by daughters Mary (Woodrow) Reid, Major 
Cora (Winston) Dodge, Rose (Dave) Ivany, Lily (Pieman) Higdon, Mona 
(Rodger) Caines; sons Jerry (Kathy), Bob (Arlette) and Ken (Trudy); 22 
grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren and her sister, Dorothy. 

PENTICTON, B.C.— Born in Riga, Latvia, in 1915, Milda 
Elvira Zand immigrated to Canada with her husband and 
family in 1957. A faithful member of Burnaby Corps for 
28 years before transferring to Penticton in 1991, Milda 
was also an active home league member for 45 years. 
In recent years ill health prevented her from attending 
church, but those who visited her came away blessed 
by her cheerful spirit and bright smile. Milda's dedication to the Lord 
is summed up in the words of her favourite Scripture passage, Psalm 
23, and the devotional song, Have Thine Own Way, Lord. She is lovingly 
remembered by Dirk, her husband of 64 years; eight children; 20 grand- 
children; 12 great-grandchildren and many other family and friends. 

TORONTO— Born in Nanaimo, B.C., in 1914, Brigadier 
C. Frederick Hustler entered training college and was 
commissioned in 1940 as a member of the Hold Fast 
Session. Following several appointments as a single 
officer, he married Winnifred Margaret Graham. Together 
they served in corps and ministry to seniors until her 
promotion to Glory in 1970. Fred continued in senior cit- 
izens' ministry until his retirement, along with his second wife, Justina 
Bahnmann. After her death in 1998, he married Margaretta Hicks, who 
predeceased him in 2005. Fred is lovingly remembered by two daughters, 
Majors Grace and Barbara Hustler; sister, Alice; brothers Hugh (Carol) 
and Ken (Mabel) and 14 nieces and nephews. 

Salvationist is happy to print tributes as space permits. They must be received within three months 
of the promotion to Glory and include: community where the individual resided; conversion; corps 
involvement; Christian ministry and survivors. We reserve the right to edit submissions. Photos 
submitted will be returned. Digital photos in TIFF, Photoshop EPS or JPEG format with a minimum 
300 ppi are acceptable. Send to: Editorial Department, 2 Overlea Blvd., Toronto ON M4H 1P4; 
e-mail: salvationist@can.salvationarmy.org; fax: 416-422-6120. 
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Anniversary 

celebrating 50 years of service at 
Lawrence and Warden Avenues on 

APRIL 4-6, 2008 

Special Guests for this occasion wiii be former Corps Officers 

Commissioners Max and Lenora Feener 

Former Scarborough Corps Officers 

• Bandsmen • Songsters • Friends, please join us in celebration. 

Further details will be available on our Corps Website. 

Contact us by e-mail at Scarborough_citadel@yahoo.ca 

or by mail at 

2021 LAWRENCE AVENUE EAST, SCARBOROUGH, ON MIR 2Z2 
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How a visit to a rural village changed my life forever 



A 



by Captain Margaret McLeod 

Secretary for Personnel, Papua New Guinea Territory 



They c 



re you not satisfied?" 
The words have repeated 
themselves over and over 
in my head since I first 
heard them. 

I've had the joy of serving in Papua 
New Guinea since August 2004, and as 
with any appointment, I've experienced 
both blessings and hurdles. One of the 
biggest blessings came in December 2006 
when I had the privilege of visiting a 
rural village for Christmas. They were 
four days that changed my life. 

Going to a village is not a new experi- 
ence for me. It is quite enjoyable and I 
always look forward to such visits when 
the opportunity arises. Many of the vil- 
lages in Papua New Guinea do not have 
electricity, running water or inside toilets. 
They do have an abundance of gecko 



lizards, mosquitoes and snakes. I don't 
like snakes. 

When the invitation came from the 
corps officers at Kalo for me to spend 
Christmas in their village, I jumped at 
the opportunity. As the date grew closer, 
preparations began. I wanted to exchange 
Canadian Christmas traditions for Papua 
New Guinean ones. In that spirit, I baked 
shortbread, muffins and a cake to take 
with me for the weekend, since this has 
been part of my own tradition over the 
years. I bought presents for my friends 
and their three girls and wrote out some 
cards. Packing my bags, I left the city to 
spend Christmas in their village. 

New Traditions 

Arriving the first night, I knew it was 
Christmas because of the date on the 



calendar, but somehow it just didn't feel 
like it. Being Canadian, Christmas at 30 C 
was still a stretch for my mind. 

What struck me, and always strikes 
me when I visit the rural villages, are the 
homes. This Christmas was no different. 
I didn't really expect any familiar trad- 
itions, but it still surprised me when they 
didn't exist. There was no Christmas tree, 
no cards, no extra decorations (although 
garland was put up after I went to bed the 
first night). There was one table pushed 
off to the side, a trunk, a bookshelf, one 
"comfy" chair and two or three office 
chairs. Papua New Guineans are very 
comfortable sitting on the floor, so an 
abundance of chairs is not necessary. 
I'm slowly adapting and am starting 
to become comfortable sitting on the 
floor. There was one bed, which was 




graciously given to me and for which I 
have to admit I was quite grateful. (My 
Papua New Guinean friends sleep very 
well on the floor.) 

As the weekend unfolded, so did the 
Christmas traditions. I soon discovered 
that the giving of materialistic gifts is 
not the focus. Instead, there is a strong 
emphasis on getting together with family 
and friends, usually with a lot of singing 
and dancing. 

Christmas food in Canada is diverse 
and plentiful. In Papua New Guinea, 
there is little variety and this doesn't 
change because it is Christmas. Staple 
food dishes are rice, a variety of sweet 
potatoes, cooked bananas and greens 
(similar to beet tops or leafy spinach), 
and some kind of protein, often tinned 
fish. When money allows, there might be 
chicken, fresh fish, lamb or possibly pork. 
As Christmas was special, chicken had 
been purchased. My friends, knowing I 
was vegetarian, chose tinned fish for me. 
I was struck with the reality of the daily 
abundance of food that we often take for 
granted in Canada and other parts of the 
world, compared with the simplicity of 
food in Papua New Guinea. 



An Unexpected Turn 

As the next day dawned, the 
anticipated Christmas festivities 
suddenly became secondary. On 
Saturday morning, I awoke to 
discover that a three-month-old 
baby had unexpectedly died 
overnight. My officer friends 
spent that afternoon conduct- 
ing a funeral and pastoring par- 
ents. In addition, a 19-year-old 
had drowned, adding more grief 
to the normally festive seasonal 
celebration. Our conversations 
became more focused on the 
blessings of family and friends 
that God has given. 

Christmas morning arrived. 
Following our breakfast of 
crackers and instant noodles, 
I asked if it would be all right 
to give the girls the gifts I had 
brought with me. Barbie dolls 
were unwrapped and enjoyed. 
I realized this kind of gift giving 
was more my Western Christmas 
tradition and my thoughts again 
turned to Christmas in Canada. 
Once more I was struck with the 
materialistic abundance that we 
take for granted. 



In the village of Kalo, one particular 
Christmas tradition is to give food to the 
corps officers on Christmas Day. (It's an 
Easter tradition, too.) There was a great 
deal of food given to the officers — an 
abundance of bananas, coconuts, sweet 
potatoes, rice, pineapples .... The large 
quantity of food prompted me to ask, 
out of my own ignorance, "What will 
you do with it all? You won't be able to 
eat it all before it goes bad." 



/ didn't really expect 
any familiar traditions, 
but it still surprised me 

when they didn't exis 



In response, I was told, "We've been 
blessed. We will share the food and bring 
blessing to others." 

A Life-Changing Question 

Christmas came and went, Boxing Day 
arrived and we were packing up. I was 




returning to the city while my friends 
were going to their home village to spend 
some holiday time with their own family 
and friends. There was so much food it 
was difficult to fit into the truck. Thus, 
packing meant husking coconuts — mak- 
ing them smaller so more could fit in. 
Reflecting on the weekend with my friend 
who was doing most of the work, I was 
told that while he was in the village 
square earlier, someone had informed 
him that even more food was coming. 
His response had been simply, "I have 
plenty. Offer it to these people ..." and 
he recited a few names. 

From the house, someone heard 
our conversation and spoke out in 
their mother tongue — a language I 
didn't understand. Yet seconds later I 
knew what had been said, as an English 
response spoke the life changing words: 
"Are you not satisfied with the blessings 
we've received?" 

Christmas 2006 was soon nothing 
more than a memory. I was grateful for 
the experience, and for getting to know 
Captains Alvin and Hesui Ura and their 
young family. Yet this question — "Are you 
not satisfied?" — has repeated itself often 
in my mind since returning from the 
village. The words have challenged me 
to think of the blessings I have 
received — blessings of salvation, 
family, friends. And I ask myself, 
"Am I not satisfied?" 

The Salvation Army has been 
ministering in Papua New 
Guinea since 1956. In 1994, 
after 38 years as part of the 
Australia Eastern Territory, 
it became an independent 
command and was subsequently 
given status as a Salvation 
Army territory in December 
2000. Canadian officers were 
instrumental in giving leadership 
to the new territory, including 
Colonels Roy andfoy Bungay 
and Commissioner M. Christine 
MacMillan 



Left: a mother and her child enjoy 
"Christmas trees" made of ice- 
cream cones and icing sugar. 
The special treats were made by 
Cpt McLeod during her visit to 
Kalo for Christmas 2006; facing 
page: Cpt Margaret McLeod with 
Cpts Alvin and Heisi Ura, COs, 
Kalo Village, and their daughters 
Margaret, Sonya and Pauline 
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Living Portraits Speaking Still 

In this collection of Bible studies, 15 Salvation 
Army officers provide thoughtful insights into 
biblical saints, showing how ordinary people 
did extraordinary things through the power of 
God. Contributors include General Bramwell 
H. Tillsley (Rtd), Commissioner Arthur R. 
Pitcher and Major Bruce Power. Foreword by 
Commissioner William W Francis. 



Saints Alive! 

A Brief History of the Christian Church 
by John Coutts 

Historian Dr. David Bebbington writes: "When 
people have lost their memory, we say they are ill. 
If the Church loses its collective memory, some- 
thing is wrong." Salvationist John Coutts offers 
a remedy by retelling the story of the Church in 
outline form. Making no attempt to cover up the Church's failures, 
he shows how spiritual pioneers in succeeding generations have 
responded to the light of God's love. 



Ain't Too Proud to Beg 

Living Through the Lord's Prayer 
by Telford Work 

With wit and wisdom, the author helps readers 
discover what a radical thing Christians do in 
praying the Lord's Prayer. Rich, accessible and 
challenging, these theological reflections help us 
understand our Christian vocations in a world 
of doubt, uncertainty and conflict. 



3:16 

The Numbers of Hope 
by Max Luc a do 

The verse has been described as a 26-word parade 

of hope. It's brief enough to write on a napkin 

or memorize in a moment, yet solid enough to 

weather 2,000 years of storms and questions. 

The heart of the human problem is the heart of 

the human. And God's treatment is prescribed in John 3:16. 

Includes a 40-day devotional. 
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A Glimpse of Heaven 

Compiled by Richard Leonard and 
JoNancy Linn Sundberg 

From the literary and poetic to the humorous 
and scholarly, these classic and contempor- 
ary reflections from C. S. Lewis, Calvin Miller, 
J. Oswald Sanders, John Wesley and others bring 
hope and comfort to every heart. 

Lord, I Want to Know You 

A Devotional Study on the Names of God 
by Kay Arthur 

Much of our hurt and confusion results because 
we don't know who God really is and how he 
works in our lives. When you take time to study 
his names — Creator, Healer, Protector, Provider 
and many others — you'll find strength for times 
of trial, comfort for pain, provision for your soul's 
deepest needs. And your walk with God will be transformed. 
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He Is Exalted, 



The Sacraments and the Bible 

Measuring the Salvationist Viewpoint 

Alongside Scripture 

by Phil Lay ton, 

with foreword by General Shaw Clifton 

How can The Salvation Army justify non-adher- 
ence to the sacraments of baptism and commun- 
ion when the vast majority of other denominations 
regard them as being an intrinsic part of the Christian faith? 
Captain Philip Layton demonstrates through Scripture how, 
by divine grace, a holy life can be lived without reliance upon 
outward sacramental ceremony. 

Above All 

Mountain Citadel Band 

Selections include Martin Cordner's new 

Fanfare and Flourishes and William Himes' 

To the Chief Musician. Three solo items are 

presented, including Jeff Vize (euphonium) 

with Commitment, Ian Watkinson (horn) in 

Precious Jesus, and a new trombone solo, This I Know!, written 

especially for Craig Lewis by Major Terry Camsey 

He Is Exalted 

Exalt Youth Band, 

Ontario Great Lakes Division 

This CD includes several arrangements of 
modern praise and worship songs along with 
other traditional favourites. Tracks include In 
Moments Like These, All to Jesus, Refiners Fire, 
All Heaven Declares, Breathe, Grace Alone, Be Still 
Song of Triumph, Conquerors and Emblems. 

Carols for the City, Volume 2 

Cariboo Hill Temple Band 

Following up its first volume of Carols for 

the City released 10 years ago, Cariboo Hill 

Temple Band presents a second album of 

songs and carols from all over the world. 

Selections include Angels Watching Over Me, 

Born For You, Fast Three O'clock, Christmas Morn, Joy in Bethlehem 

and A Gaelic Blessing. 

Above All 

North York Temple Band, Toronto 

A wide variety of music features soloists 

Robert Venables (cornet) in Songs of the Heart, 

Captain Mark Hall (euphonium) with Harbour 

Light and Andrew Poirier (trombone) in Song 

of Exuberance. Also includes Intrada on Regent 

Square, The Wonder of It All, The Red Shield, In This Quiet Moment 

and Variations on Maccabeus. 

For these and other great products contact 

The Salvation Army Christian Book and Supply Centres: 

2 Overlea Blvd, Toronto ON M4H 1P4; 

phone: 416-422-6100 

21 Adams Ave, St. Johns NL AI C 4Z1; 

phone: 709-579-3291 

Purchase online at SalvationArmy.cal store 

or e-mail: orderdesk@can.saivationarmy.org 

Taxes, shipping and handling extra 
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Red Letters: Living a Faith 
That Bleeds Tom Davis 

Review by Ken Ramstead, Associate Editor, Faith & Friends 



We don't like to think about 
it, but the statistics are 
sobering and harrowing. 
Consider the following 
cold, hard facts: 

• 28 million children will die from cur- 
able diseases each year 

• 1 7 million children annually die from 
malnutrition and starvation 

• 33 percent of the world's population is 
malnourished 

• 20 percent of the world's population 
has no access to safe water 

• 10 million children are involved in the 
sex industry 

• 100 million children live on the streets 

• 200 million children are child 
labourers 

Tom Davis, author of Red Letters, is 
president of Children's Hope Chest, a 
Christian-based child-advocacy organ- 
ization helping orphans in Russia, Eastern 
Europe and Africa. He is passionate and 
eloquent that this state of affairs cannot 
be allowed to continue when we, in the 
developed countries of the world, have 
been blessed beyond our desserts. 

The title of the book is taken from the 
fact that, in many Bibles, Christ's words 
are set apart in red letters. This distinc- 
tion reminds us that when God becomes 
Man and speaks, it's something we can't 
afford to miss. 



"What if all Christ-followers lived the 
Red Letter words of the Bible — Jesus' 
words?" the author asks. "What if we 
offered the hungry something to eat, gave 
one of our many coats to someone who 
was cold, and truly loved all our neigh- 
bours as ourselves? How radically different 
would our lives be? How different would 
our world be if Christians were 
living as little Christs?" 

Davis' book is a wonder- 
ful antidote to anyone sitting 
in a comfortable pew. The 
figures and the portraits he 
paints of ravaged countries 
like Romania and Swaziland 
cannot be ignored or wished 
away The book is also a chal- 
lenge to those of us who think 
that the problems of the world 
are too large for one person 
to solve. In his final chapter, 
Davis outlines concrete steps 
that we can do now to help 
the unfortunate of the world. His "Five for 
50" campaign is a comprehensive plan to 
bring Christians from all over the world 
together in fellowship to help those who 
can't help themselves. 

Briefly, the steps of Five for 50 are as 
follows: 

• Give five minutes a day to pray for 
those suffering from HIV/AIDS 




Give five hours a week to fast for 
those suffering from HIV/AIDS 
Give five dollars a month to support 
worthy causes 

Give five days a year to travel overseas 
to help alleviate poverty and suffering 
Give five people an opportunity to 
join you on your journey 

Each "step" in the 
program requires a little 
more sacrifice than the 
one before. But, as Davis 
says, "even if you're not 
sure how far you can fol- 
low through with this 
program, every step is 
important and every step 
makes a difference." These 
steps are all in our power 
as Christians. There is no 
excuse for inaction in the 
face of so much need and 
want. 

Everyone can do their 
part to make this world a better place. 
"It begins with just one step," Davis con- 
cludes. "It's a journey that can take you 
across the ocean. A journey that can take 
you across cultural and economic barriers. 
A journey you will never forget because 
of the people you meet. And believe it or 
not, you'll recognize every one of them. 
Because they look like Jesus." @ 



Keep the Spirit of Christmas Alive All Ydar 



Send a gift subscription to those you care about in time for Christmas. And for months to come, 
they'll be reading about God's love. Thanks to you. 



Send: 

From 

Name 



□ Salvationist (Canada $29.80*; US $36; Foreign $41) 

□ Edge for Kids (Canada $12*; US $15; Foreign $17) 



□ Faith & Friends (Canada $16.50*; US $21.50; Foreign $23.50) 
includes GST 

To 

Name 



6 



Address 




Address 




City/town 


Prov/state 


City/town 


Prov/state 


Postal/zip code 


Phone 


Postal/zip code 


Phone 


E-mail 




E-mail 






All payments due in Canadian funds. Note U.S. and foreign rates. 
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Spiritual Life 




Colonel Eleanor 

Shepherd answers 

your questions 



When God seems distant 

How can I know that God 
is with me when I am going 
through a difficult time and 
he seems so far away? 

In difficult times we want to 
know that God is aware of our 
situation and in control of our 
lives. Here are some ways that 
I have found helpful: 

First of all, recognize that 
God communicates with us 
through the Scriptures. In read- 
ing the Bible, we may find cir- 
cumstances similar to our own 
and study them to discover 
God's involvement. There are 
also specific promises about God 



that may apply to us. However, 
a word of caution — try to read 
the Bible with intelligence and 
discernment; don't treat it like 
a magic charm. It is easy to 
take words out of their context 
or apply ideas to our situation 
inappropriately. Seeking the 
advice of a mature Christian 
pastor or Salvation Army officer 
can help. 

Another way you might 
assure yourself of God's care is by 
taking some time alone to review 
your life journey until now. Try 
to plot the highs and lows in your 
walk with God. As you think 
about these experiences you will 
have opportunities to recall his 



faithfulness to you. These past 
experiences furnish hope for the 
present and the future. God who 
was faithful will be faithful. He 
does not change. 

Finally, ask the Lord to 
enable you to see evidence in 
your life that he is present. Trust 
his Word, remember his faith- 
fulness and become attentive 
to signs of his presence. He is 
there for you. 

Send your questions to Colonel 
Eleanor Shepherd, spiritual 
life and prayer co-ordinator, 
at eleanor _shepherd@can. 
salvationarmy.org or 2 Overlea 
Blvd, Toronto ON M4H 1P4 



prayerzone 

Prayer Diary 2007 



December 1-6 

Living the Vision: We envision a territory in 
ongoing conversation 

1 Pray that we will find meaningful ways to 
share our faith stories with one another 

2 Pray that we will be willing to ask the hard 
questions and discover appropriate answers 
that will enable us to move forward 

3 Pray that we will focus on talking with God 
about how we can live the vision in our part 
of the territory 

4 Pray that in our ongoing conversation we will 
learn to listen to one another and to what 
God is saying to The Salvation Army in our 
territory 

5 Thank God for the many ways that we can 
communicate with one another, including 
our territorial magazines and websites 

6 Thank God for the ways people are discovering 
to "live the vision" in conversation with 
one another and for the richness of that 
sharing 

December 7-13 

Focus on Manitoba and Northwest Ontario 
Division 

7 Pray for those participating in pre-Christmas 
activities, that the gift of God's Son will be 
received by many through their ministry 

8 Thank God for community partnerships 
in Thunder Bay, Ont., that have resulted 
in new programs for clients of the Army's 
community and residential services 

9 Pray for all the support staff who work 
alongside officers 

10 Pray for those involved in discipleship classes 
and Bible studies 
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11 Pray for clear direction in the development 
of divisional youth ministry 

12 Pray for the divisional officers' retreat — for 
renewal and spiritual development 

1 3 Pray for concrete action plans that will result 
in ministry to victims of the sex trade 

December 14-20 

Focus on Pre-Christmas Activities Throughout 
the Territory 

14 Pray that, during Advent, families and 
worshipping communities will help children 
and youth prepare to receive Christ as 
Saviour 

15 Pray that every child receiving a gift this 
Christmas from The Salvation Army will come 
to know the true meaning of Christmas 

16 Pray that God's love will be shown to 
others through those who serve Christmas 
dinners 

17 Pray that residents in Salvation Army long- 
term care homes will sense the beauty of the 
season through Christmas music 

18 Pray that God will bless each individual who 
gives so that others may have a Christmas 

19 Pray that the kettle campaign will provide 
opportunities to share our faith 

20 Pray for those who will minister in correctional 
institutions during the Christmas season 

December 21 -27 

Focus on the Christ of Christmas 

21 "He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High" (Luke 1:32) 

22 "He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; 
his Kingdom will never end" (Luke 1:33) 

23 " 'The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and they will call him Immanuel' (which 
means 'God with us')" (Matthew 1:23) 

24 "The angel said, 'Don't be afraid. I'm here to 
announce a great and joyful event that is 



meant for everybody, worldwide: A Saviour 
has just been born in David's town, a Saviour 
who is Messiah and Master" (Luke 2:10-11 
The Message) 

25 "What came into existence was Life, and the 
Life was Light to live by. The Life-Light blazed 
out of the darkness; the darkness couldn't 
put it out" (John 1:4-5 The Message) 

26 "After Jesus was born in Bethlehem ... a band 
of scholars arrived in Jerusalem from the East. 
They asked around, 'Where can we find and 
pay homage to the newborn King of the Jews?' " 
(Matthew 2:1-2 The Message) 

27 "We look at this Son and see the God who 
cannot be seen ... God's original purpose in 
everything created" (Colossians 1:15-16 The 
Message) 

December 28-31 

Focus on The International Salvation Army: 
Bangladesh Command 

28 Pray that the Army in Bangladesh will 
continue to fulfil the objectives arising from 
its strategic plan 

29 Pray for new believers in tribal communities 
who have a different language and culture, 
and for officers who have gone back to 
minister to their own people in the northern 
tribal regions 

30 Pray for youth capacity development training 
throughout 2008 

31 Pray for a fulfilled vision for a consultative 
youth council, to give youth a voice in 
planning 

The 2007 Prayer Diary is available online 
at Salvationist, ca. To receive your copy by 
e-mail, contact Colonel Eleanor Shepherd, 
spiritual life and prayer co-ordinator, at 
eleanor_shepherd@can.salvationarmy.org 



My Perspective 



Face to 
{ Face 



Learning to see 

yourself and 
others through 
he eyes of Christ 



by Major Jane Cowell 

Territorial Director of Social 
Services, United Kingdom Territory 




Yes, Jesus loves me...." The words 
of the song rang out around the 
hostel lounge as one resident in 
the corner pulled from her bag a 
compact mirror and studied her grubby, 
strained and battle-wearied face. That she 
even looked at herself in the mirror sur- 
prised me, but that she did so just as these 
words reverberated in that room struck 
me as incredibly significant. 

"Yes, even you!" I wanted to cry out 
as she surveyed herself in the mirror. 
"Especially you!" 

Here was a woman who returned to 
the hostel each night launching vitriolic 
verbal attacks on anyone who would lis- 
ten — a lonely and angry woman who spent 
most of every day begging on the street 
corner. My first encounter with her had 
been the day I first arrived, when she threw 
a screwed-up newspaper at me across the 
hostel reception area and told me in no 
uncertain terms where to go. 

That afternoon in the lounge, I believe 
this same woman encountered Jesus face 
to face — or rather, encountered herself as 
Jesus saw her. I cannot be sure what she 
experienced, but I would like to think that 
what she saw in the mirror was a precious 
child of God, touched by grace, with Holy 
Spirit potential. 



How many of us have 

shied away from getting 

involved with those who 

are not like us? What do 

we say to them ? How 

much will it cost us? 

There are very few mentions of mirrors 
in Scripture. In his famous love chapter, 
the Apostle Paul talks about a mirror giving 
an incomplete picture (see 1 Corinthians 
13:12). He suggests that, for now, we see 
only reflections of God, and our finite 
minds can grasp only in part, but that one 
day, through love, we will see God face to 
face and know even as we are known. 

I once prayed with a slightly inebri- 
ated man at a Salvation Army mercy seat. 
Afterwards, he said to me in a deep Irish 
brogue, "Jane, I can tell that when you 
look in the mirror, you don't forget what 
you look like." No. Mores the pity, I thought 
to myself. 

James used a similar illustration to 



warn his readers about listening to the 
Word, then immediately forgetting what 
they have heard (see James 1:23-27). He 
says, in effect, "You've got to live it out. 
It's no good hearing it and then not doing 
it." He warns of snobbery in the Church, 
contrasting the reaction toward two men 
entering a meeting — one in fine clothes 
and the other in rags (2:2-4). How many of 
us have shied away from getting involved 
with those who are not like us? What do 
we say to them? How much will it cost 
us? We rationalize our fears by conclud- 
ing that it's easier for us to leave them 
to those who are better at it — the social 
worker types. James goes on to remind his 
readers of the age-old commandment to 
love your neighbour as yourself (see also 
Leviticus 19:18). Strong words when your 
neighbour is different! 

I used to think the people I met in 
hostels were unique to those places, but 
as I have travelled I have come to realize 
that I have met the same people again and 
again — in children's homes, long-term care 
facilities, hospital wards, shopping malls, 
at the corps on Sunday, where I work at 
THQ and even — dare I say it — as I look in 
the mirror. This is where we need to take 
a creative look at things. Am I really any 
different from people like these? 

Paul reminds us of our sameness when 
it comes to fallibility (see Romans 3:23). 
Remember, many of the people who access 
our social services, particularly our hostels, 
do not necessarily do so out of choice 
but because they have run out of other 
options. 

There is a sense in which, at times, we 
may all come to this place. Not literally 
perhaps, but when we are not sure where 
our life is going and the uncertainty ahead 
causes anxiety. It is in these times that we 
are most likely to take a long, hard look 
at ourselves and recognize our need both 
for the One who draws us to himself (see 
John 12:32) and to recognize ourselves as 
he sees us — precious (see Isaiah 43:4). 

I have come to realize that to "love my 
neighbour as myself" is a multidimen- 
sional thing. As I watched the woman 
in the hostel look at herself in the mir- 
ror that Sunday afternoon, I believe she 
came face to face with herself and with 
God. As I looked into her face, I also saw 
myself — and I saw God! 

Complicated? Not really. And in any 
case, as Paul tells us, one day it will all 
make sense. 

Reprinted with permission from Salvationist, 
U.K. Territory 
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For you, it's the price of a 
morning cup of coffee. 



For him, it buvstthe^ vhole day 



Meet Joseph. He lives in Haiti. His 
mother has passed away and his 
father can't look after him because 
he doesn't have a job. 

Your gift of just $25 a month will 
sponsor a child in a developing 
country and help provide food, a 
shelter, clothing, education, ^ 
health necessities and loving 
care. In return you get a 
photograph with information 
about the child you are sponsoring, 
and know that you are making all 
the difference in the world to one 
small life. Because The Salvation 
Army covers all the administrative 
costs, every dollar you give goes 
to support your sponsored child 
through local ministry programs. 
And, of course, your payme nts;are 
fully tax deductible. 



■Its not too much to ask,' is itr.One 



cup. of coffee in exchange for a 
child's tomorrow? 



Contact The Salvation Army Child 
Sponsorship Program 
2 Overlea Blvd, Toronto ON M4H 1P4; 
Phone: 416-422-6164; fax: 416-422-6248 
E-mail: child_sponsorship@can. 
salvationarmy.org 



^^S. 
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